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He always gave scrupulous attention to the care of the city and the supply of grain. On the
occasion of a stubborn fire in the Aemiliana he remained in the Diribitorium for two nights, and
when a body of soldiers and of his own slaves could not give sufficient help, he summoned the
commons from all parts of the city through the magistrates, and placing bags full of money before
them, urged them to the rescue, paying each man on the spot a suitable reward for his services.
When there was a scarcity of grain because of long-continued droughts, he was once stopped in
the middle of the Forum by a mob and so pelted with abuse and at the same time with pieces of
bread, that he was barely able to make his escape to the Palace by a back door; and after this
experience he resorted to every possible means to bring grain to Rome, even in the winter season.
To the merchants he held out the certainty of profit by assuming the expense of any loss that they
might suffer from storms, and offered to those who would build merchant ships large bounties,
adapted to the condition of each: to a citizen exemption from the lex Papia Poppaea; to a Latin
the rights of Roman citizenship; to women the privileges allowed the mothers of four children.
And all these provisions are in force to-day.



