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Simple Living

Abavandimwe! Brothers and sisters! There are many practical reasons for simple living,
but I want ultimately to help us understand the biblical reasons. I don't want to make some-
thing simple to be complicated! We have, as a church, tried to legislate simple living.
Clothing, hair styles, carpet, lightning rods. The old stone farmhouse that I grew up in was
built in the later years of the 1700's. My great-great-great-great grandfather Abraham Rine-
hart was censured by the Coventry church because of the beautiful raised panel cherry
doors in the house.

But there are several things that I want to consider, along with a biblical framework
(and a few Kinyarwanda words) - contentment, work, thrift, and generosity.

1. Contentment (kunyurwa nibyo ufite) - Exodus 20:7-17; Matthew 6:19-34; I Timothy
6:6-10.

2. Work (akazi) - Genesis 2:15 and 3:17-19; I Thessalonians 4:11-12; II Thessalonians
3:6-12.

3. Thrift (kwita ku bintu) - Matthew 6:19-34; Proverbs 31:30-34. Conservation, recy-
cling, cleanliness, care of things.

4. Generosity (Ubuntu) - Matthew 25:31-46; Luke 18:18-25; 19:1-10; II Corinthians 9:6-
15;1John 2:15-17.

I never saw my grandfather, Martin Urner, as he died a few years before I was born. |
learned, however, from an old friend, that he was esteemed by his brethren in the church
and ministry as a preacher of more than ordinary ability; so much so, that at their yearly
meetings he was always called upon to preach. My friend said that on one occasion when
the Yearly Meeting was held in Philadelphia, as the preachers from the country were jog-
ging along on horseback, going to the meeting, one of the preachers said to my grandfa-
ther, 'As you will no doubt be called upon to preach at this meeting, I want you to preach
particularly against the wearing of fine clothes, as the brethren and sisters of Philadelphia
are becoming entirely too fashionable in their dress.' And although he urged the matter
lengthily, he thought my grandfather did not give all heed to what he said, and asked, 'Did
you hear what I said?' The answer was, 'Yes.' The next question was, 'Will you do it?' My
grandfather replied, 'If I am called upon to preach, I hope I shall have something of more
importance to talk to people about than the rags with which they clothe themselves.

(David Urner in J. N. Urner's History of the Coventry Brethren Church as quoted by Mar-
tin M. Brumbaugh, History of the German Baptist Brethren in Europe and America; Breth-
ren Publishing House, 1899.)

So, considering that even our righteousness is as filthy rags, do I have a point here? Is
there a valid argument for simple living? What IS simple living? It is finding contentment
with what God has granted us and has asked of us. Finding joy in the work God has called
us to. Not being wasteful of the resources of time and material. And just as importantly,
being generous with these resources that we've refused to waste.

Guseng Imana - let us pray... Data wo mwijuru, turagushimiye kubwiki gihe hamwe. Tura-
bashimira kubwimpano zoroshye zubuzima. Turagushimira urukundo n'imbabazi zawe
binyuze muri Yesu Kristo.

Heavenly Father, we thank you for this time together. We thank you for the simple gifts of
life. We thank you for your love and mercy through Jesus Christ. And as we close this
time together we commit our lives to seeking first your kingdom and your righteousness,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. ~ Chris Elliott
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Biblical Reasons for a SIMPLE LIFESTYLE ~ Georgia Markey, Interim D.E.

Simple living refers to practices that promote simplicity in one’s lifestyle. Common practices of simple
living include,

*reducing the number of possessions one owns
*depending less on technology and services
*spending less money

*not keeping up with the neighbors or coworkers
*not needing to dress according to current styles, etc.

Henry David Thoreau, an American naturalist and author made his classic secular advocacy of life of a
simple and sustainable living, in his book, “Walden” (1854). Thoreau concluded that our lives are frittered
away by detail.

On Sunday, July 27th, 2025, Southern PA District Witness Commission hosted what we believe may be
the first picnic for our District. (See Pg. 3) Approximately 50-60 persons, from our twenty-seven congrega-
tions, gathered at Little Buffalo State Park, Newport, PA. Following our picnic meal, we experienced
Evening Vespers, with singing led by Cody and Alexandra Tomes, and a message on “Simple Living” shared
by Minister Chris Elliott. (Our thanks to the Witness Commission and all who provided leadership to this
event.)

Picnics seem to be a “simple activity”, so I share with

you Brother Chris Elliott’s message to the District picnick- Cam‘p Ederxr
ers where he talks about the understanding of Simple Living . . .
according to scriptures. (See Pg. 1) Note: Chris also uti- Camp Eder is seekmg donations

lized, in his comments to us, some of the language regarding | of True North backdrops / cut out
the subject of “Simple Living” of the natives with whom he

ministers in Africa. characters from 2025 V.B.S. The
God Bless! Georgia donations can be dropped off at
SOPA District Office Camp Eder or a pickup can be
Monday - Friday arranged.
Call for Hours

Office Phone: (717) 778-2264
Georgia Markey, Interim District Executive
Email: gmarkeyfarmgirl114@gmail.com
Cell: (717) 887-3905
Office (717) 778-2254

Linette Quinn, Admin Assistant
Email: sopadistrict@brethren.org

Address: SOPA District COB CAMP UPCOMING EVENTS:
3375 Carlisle Rd, Suite A .
Gardners, PA 17324 September 3rd, Senior Day
Website: https://www.cob-net.org/church/sopa/ October 18th, Fall Festival

District Search Processes

York Second COB—Pastor (currently being served by Lay Minister)
SOPA District Office—District Executive (currently held by Interim DE, Georgia Markey)

York Second—Interested Candidates, please reach out to the District Executive.
For the D.E. Position, contact—Sister Nancy Sollenberger Heishman, 847-429-4381,
nsheishman@brethren.org
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District Events / News

Congratulations and Best Wishes are extended to
Paul Swope who has been serving as minister at
Rouzerville COB for a number of years. Paul was
first asked to fill the pulpit at Rouzerville when
there was no longer a pastor there. That pulpit fill
became a regular occurrence. Brother Swope took
the necessary COB courses for him to be consid-~
ered as a part of the Southern PA District minister’s
group. Upon the Interim District Executive’s
arrival, it was determined that this journey had
stopped and credentialing was in order for Brother
Swope. Licensing was put into place and on
Sunday, July 20, 2025, District Interim Executive
Markey along with Ministry Commission member,
Don Kauffman, officiated Worship and the
Ordination of Brother Paul Swope.

This small congregation was ALIVE and WELL as
they celebrated Paul’s Ordination. Paul and his
wife, Sylvia, were lifted up by those present as the
congregation gathered around the couple for a lay-
ing on of hands and uplifting their official pastor
on Sunday, July 20, 2025. Add the Swope’s and
the Rouzerville COB to your prayers as they
minister in the Rouzerville community and beyond.

Congratulations and Best Wishes to
Elizabeth (Liz) Thorpe, Chambersburg COB.
Liz will be retiring August 1, 2025 from years
of service to the Chambersburg COB spanning
four decades! Liz’s roles at the church include:
Administrative Assistant, Director of Music,
Minister of Music and Congregational Life,
Pastor of Administration and Congregational
Life, Pastor of Music and Spiritual Formation,
and Pastor of Music and Worship.

Enjoy Retirement Liz!

The Brethren Home / Cross Keys Village
God’s Closet

Looking for Donations!

Items needed are:
1. Diapers: size 4 and up
2. Wipes
3. Boys and girls underwear
4. Boys gently used clothing

(infant and toddler clothing is NOT needed)

Please contact Cindy Goodling for more
information: 717-887-3432

SOPA District Picnic  July 27, 2025
Little Buffalo State Park
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District and Denominational News

Bethany Theological Seminary has hired
Mary Parrett as Coordinator of Bethany BOLD.
BOLD (Build, Organize, Love, and Dare) is the
Seminary’s service-based program for residen-
tial students.

The Brethren Home Foundation has announced the
promotion of Mike Kovacs to Vice President of
Foundation. Mike previously served as the Executive
Director at Camp Eder.

Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership (BAML) is seeking a part-time administrative assistant.
This position provides direct support to BAML staff, students, and programs. See website for more infor-
mation: bethanyseminary.edu/jobs/administrative-assistant/

It has come to our attention that Pennsylvanians
Concerned about Alcohol Problems (PCAP)
closed its ministry on June 6, 2025. PCAP is
no longer taking donations and is no longer in
operation.

Virlina District Request, Updated Congregational
Directories Needed: If your congregation has updated its
directory this year, please send a copy either by US Mail,
Virlina, 3402 Plantation Rd, Northeast, Roanoke, VA
24012 or by email Virlina.directordecnw(@gmail.com.

Earle W. Fink Jr., retired pastor and denominational leader, passed away on May 30, 2025. Earle
served as pastor at Meyersdale, PA COB, Chicago, IL First COB; Elizabethtown, PA COB, and Stone COB
in Huntingdon, PA. He was moderator of the 196th Annual Conference held in 1982. In addition, Earle
served as a member of the former General Board and as denominational staff. Throughout his life he con-
tributed to many Church of the Brethren publications.

Saturday, September 13, 2025

2025
PROGRAM

THEME: ANABAPTIST/BRETHREN UNDER PRESSURE

Recognizing the 500th Anniversary of the Anabaptist Movement
Moderator: Wilmer Kuhns

Saturday, 10:00 A.M.

Brethren Revival

Saturday, 1:45 P.M.

* Opening Hymns Hymns
Fellowship P
General Meeting Devotons
Devotions and Weleome
Saturday, .
Offering
September 13, 2025
Special Music Special Music
Message.mmeinsinine Kenneth Leininger MESSAE .o cvessimsssssriississssses Roy McVey
at the New Hope THEN: Early Anabaptist/Brethren NOW: Contemporary
Brethren Church Pressures Anabaptist/Brethren Pressures
near Dunmore,
West Virginia Amendment to the By-Laws regarding Chairman’s Report & Annual

Election of Committee Members

Everyone Welcome
Lunch: 12:00 Noon

The host church will provide lunch.

Conference Reports...... Craig Alan Myers

Open Discussion

Dismissal 3:45 PM.
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UP-COMING EVENTS

August 2025
Friday-Saturday, August 1 & 2, 2025 West York COB Yard Sale, 8:00—5:00 / 8:00-1:00
Saturday, August 9, 2025 Cross Keys Village/TBHC Car Show & Chicken BBQ, 10:30—1:00
Tuesday, August 12, 2025 Stewards Commission Meeting, ZOOM, 7:00 PM

August 13- October 7, 2025 Leadership & Administration for the Now & Future Church, Brethren
Academy for Ministerial Leadership (see attached flyer pg. 14-15)

Thursday, August 21, 2025 District Executive Committee Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6;30 PM
Saturday, August 23, 2025 Mechanicsburg COB Yard Sale
Thursday, August 28, 2025 Ministry Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB, 6:30 PM

September 2025
Monday, September 1, 2025 Labor Day, District Office Closed

Monday—Friday, September 1-5, 2025 COB National Older Adult Conference (NOAC), Lake
Junaluska, NC, register at: www.brethren.org/noac (see attached flyer pg. 19-20)

Tuesday, September 2, 2025 Central Zone Pastor’'s Meeting, Carlisle COB. 9:00 AM

Wednesday, September 3, 2025 Senior Day, Camp Eder, register at campeder@campeder.org
(see attached flyer pg. 12)

Thursday, September 4, 2025 Eastern Zone Pastor’s Meeting, Codorus COB, 12:00 PM

Sunday, September 7, 2025 National Grandparents Day

September 10—November 4, 2025 The Minister Theologian, On-Line Course, Brethren Academy
for Ministerial Leadership (see attached flyer pg. 16—17)

Thursday, September 11, 2025 Patriot Day

Saturday, September 13, 2025 Brethren Revival Fellowship General Meeting, New Hope COB,
12768 Frost Road, Dunmore, West Virginia 24934 (see attached flyer pg 4)

Sunday, September 14, 2025 COB Special Offering Sunday, Mission Offering

Saturday, September 19-20, 2025 SOPA District Conference, Hanover COB, 601 Wilson Ave,
Hanover, PA 17331 (see attached flyer pg. 9-10) Contact District Office for more information

Monday, September 22, 2025 First Day of Autumn

Friday-Saturday, September 26 & 27, 2025 48th Annual Brethren Disaster Relief Auction,
Lebanon Valley Expo Center, Lebanon, PA 9:00 AM—9:00 PM. (see attached flyer pg. 11)
For more information: https:/brethrenauction.org
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UP-COMING EVENTS CONTINUED

October 2025
Thursday, October 2, 2025 Eastern Zone Pastor’'s Meeting, Hanover COB, 12:00 PM
Sunday, October 5, 2025 World Communion Sunday
Tuesday, October 7, 2025 Central Zone Pastor’'s Meeting, Carlisle COB. 9:00 AM

Saturday, October 11, 2025 District Board Meeting, Free Spring COB, Danish/Beverage 8:30 AM,
Meeting starts, 9:00 AM, 670 Free Spring Church Road, Mifflintown, PA 17059

Sunday, October 12, 2025 Pastor Appreciation Sunday

Saturday, October 18, 2025 Camp Eder Fall Festival, for more info: campeder@campeder.org

October 24—26, 2025 Camp Eder Young Adults Backpack Adventure, (see attached flyer pg. 13)
Sunday, October 26, 2025 Reformation Sunday
Friday, October 31, 2025 Reformation Day

November 2025
Sunday, November 2, 2025 Daylight Saving Time Ends

Tuesday, November 4, 2025 Election Day

Tuesday, November 4, 2025 Central Zone Pastor’s Meeting, Carlisle COB, 9:00 AM
Thursday, November 6, 2025 Eastern Zone Pastor's Meeting, TBD, 12:00 PM
Tuesday, November 11, 2025 Veterans Day

Sunday, November 23, 2025 Bible Sunday & Christ the King Sunday

Thursday, November 25, 2025 Thanksgiving Day (District Office Closed)

Sunday, November 30, 2025 First Sunday of Advent

Newville & Huntsdale COB
100 Year Anniversary

Huntsdale COB will be joining Newville COB for Worship and Communion
Sunday, October 5, 10:00 AM.

Newville COB 100th Anniversary Service
Guest Speaker: Pastor Thomas A. Keys
Sunday, November 2, 10:00 AM
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Events

35 attended Women’s Retreat
at Camp Eder on June 2, and
13 attended June 3, 2025.

Three baby layette baskets
were filled along with many
additional items for Life
Choices Pregnancy Center.

Nurturing Spiritual Growth Judy Cline, the Operational

District Nurture Commission Director, facilitated three
thought -provoking sessions on

personal/ family devotions and
What would you like to see to nurture our faith? how to pass our faith onto next
generations.

. ABible Knowledge contest?
. Aninter-generational or family event? Chaplain in the Park Codorus
. A workshop on sharing the good news of & Gifford Pincho State Parks

Christ’s love or discussing God questions? ]
Sundays, Memorial Day to
Share your thoughts with Nurture: 717-761-3047. Labor Day:

Take your youth group or

« : . Sunday School class to lead
Dedicate your children to God  ~pidren’s Sty Sl o

and point them in the way that  Codorus on a Sunday, during
they should go, and the values  Wworship in the Park and take a
theyve learned from you will be picnic to eat there afterwards!
with them for life.” Beth Nonemaker
Proverbs 22:6 Nurture Chair
(The Passion Translation) 717-761-3047
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District Executive
Search Committee Update

The District Executive Search Committee remains ac-
tively engaged in the process of discerning the next leader
for our district. We continue to review profiles and hold
conversations about this vital role. While we are encour-
aged by the interest and thoughtful engagement so far, we
are committed to moving forward with purpose, intention-
ally, and in prayer.

We are still accepting applications for the position of
District Executive. If you or someone you know is inter-
ested in this ministry—either through a direct call to serve
or through a vision for district leadership—we would wel-
come your referrals or nominations. If you would like to
discuss the topic further, please feel free to contact us.

Additionally, if you have creative ideas on how we
might approach the search or ways to support the commit-
tee's work, please don’t hesitate to reach out. Your input
and prayers are deeply valued as we seek God’s guidance
for the future of the Southern Pennsylvania District.
Please reach out to:

Nancy Heishmanan at officeofministry(@brethren.org
or me at: pastorianirvin@gmail.com

In Christ’s service,

Ian Irvin

Chair, District Executive Search Committee
Southern Pennsylvania District

Church of the Brethren

« District Conference will be held
September 19 & 20, 2025 at Hanover COB.
Please be in prayer for this event and everyone
traveling to attend.

o Continue to pray for our District as the Search Committee
continues its search for a District Executive.

« Remember in prayer all of our Pastors and Ministers.

o Be in prayer for our schools, students, and teachers as they
start a new school year soon.
Pray for everyone’s safety and a blessed year.
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Our rapidly changing world.

“What does it mean to live as a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ in today’s world?”” This is one of the most pres-sing and
basic questions we must answer for our kids as they navigate through the challenging, change-filled, and formative years
of childhood and adolescence. A host of ever-present voices are catechizing our kids 24/7, providing “answers” that all-
too-often mis-lead our kids into believing and living in ways that undermine their human flourishing. When these voices
point them away from the message of the Gospel and into a life of “self-sovereignty”, our children and teens wind up
traveling through life on the wide road that leads to destruction.

Our Youth Ministry Calling.

As youth ministry leaders, our high calling and great privilege is to faithfully bring the light of God’s unchanging Word
into the lives of our students and their families with the balance of grace and truth. We desire to see them come to saving
faith in Jesus Christ while growing into a lifetime of biblically-faithful, whole-life Christian discipleship as they endeav-
or to live under the sovereignty of God and to the glory of God. In effect, we are cross-cultural missionaries who need to
know both God’s Word and the cultural context of today’s world. God is calling us to effectively lead by becoming like
the people of Issachar, understanding the times and knowing what the people of God are to do (I Chronicles 12:32). This
is our great youth ministry privilege and responsibility!

Come and Be Equipped, Connected, And Encouraged!

The Northeast Youth Ministry Summit is a lively gathering of rookie youth workers, seasoned veterans, paid and volun-
teer, who come together to be equipped for ministry while connecting in rich community for four-days of youth ministry
training. Once again, we’re bringing together some of the best and most-experienced practitioners who will train and
encourage you with depth and faithfulness to know God’s Word and how to best communicate it in today’s world. We
are excited to invite you to join us for this four-day ministry training event at the Ligonier Camp and Conference Center,
nestled in the beautiful Laurel Highlands of southwestern Pennsylvania.

The Summit is brought to you by the Center for Parent/Youth Understanding.

This is a Monday to Thursday event. This event is designed for the beginner youth leader to the seasoned youth pastor.
Walt Mueller and CPYU (Center for Parent/Y outh Understanding) is an organization located in Elizabethtown designed
for current youth ministry issues.

For more information, visit https://nymsummit.org/



https://cpyu.org/
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