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The English architect Sir Christopher Wren designed a large dome for a church 

that was so unique that he became the object of criticism among his colleagues. 

The authorities demanded that Wren would add two supporting pillars to the 

dome to keep it from collapsing. He objected but over his objections the pillars 

would put into place. Fifty years passed and it became time to repaint the dome. 

When the workers climbed their scaffolding to do their work, they discovered that 

the pillars did not touch the dome, they were two feet short. The authorities had 

only inspected the work from the ground floor and thought they were good sup-

port for the roof. Wren went to the grave with his little secret, having the last 

laugh. -Robert Strand, Moments for Pastors. 1997  

My senior sermon at Bethany Seminary was entitled “When All the Props Are 

Gone. Jim Myer was visiting Bethany that day and thought my title was “When All 

the PROFS are Gone.” As I remember, I wanted to say that there were many 

things that we count on for support to help us face each chal-lenge. For some 

people, in and out of the church, it may be family, intellect, bank accounts, or oth-

er earthly things. But what will you do when they disappear? My point then, and 

still is today, is that only a relationship with Jesus Christ will las. He is the only 

“prop” you need. All the other props might be nice to have but Christ is mighty to 

save as the modern chorus reminds us.  

Whatever you are counting on to prop you up, I would invite you to closely exam-

ine it and make sure, unlike Wren’s pillars at the church dome, it indeed goes all 

the way up. We live in shaky times and the changes that occur in society threaten 

to throw us for a loop or even fall. I know that I need a handhold to navigate life 

and I want to make sure I pick one that I can count on.  

My hope is built on nothing less,  

than Jesus’ blood and righteousness  

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,  

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.  

On Christ the solid rock I stand,  

All other ground is sinking sand.  

May the above be not just another song in the hymnal but a way of life for us all.  

Bill  



SO PA District COB 

3375 Carlisle Rd, Ste A 

Gardners, PA 17324 

717-778-2264 

 

Rev. Dr. William A. 

Waugh 

District Executive 

724-875-0958 cell 

bwaugh@brethren.org 

Office hours: 

Mon, Thu, Fri  10-4 

 

Amy Weaver 

Office Manager 

SOPADistrict@ 

brethren.org 

Office hours: 

Mon-Thu 9-4 
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These congregations are  

currently looking for  

 pastoral or additional staff 

 

Search process: 

Tuscarora Fellowship 

York Second COB 

Mechanicsburg COB 

Chambersburg COB 

Please have all submissions for 
newsletter emailed to the  
district office no later then  
Thursday, September 22 

     

 Information in this 
newsletter is accurate as of 
the date of publication.   

 
Please check with the district 
office if events are to be 

continued as listed. 
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ATTENTION  

All Pastors, Ministers, Deacons,  

 

Those with leadership responsibilities, and any other interested 

Persons in your Congregations.  You are invited to a meeting at 

the Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren on  

Sunday, August 21 at 6:00 PM for a meeting to evaluate the 

state of our Congregations of the Southern Pennsylvania District.  

This is an important meeting where we will ask question such as: 

What are you doing and thinking as a church?  Where are you as 

a church, and what are your plans for the future?  How can we as 

churches and congregations maintain our relationships together in 

this District when considering what is taking place in our  

Denomination?  This is not a meeting to gripe and point fingers 

but rather a meeting to determine where we are and where we are 

going as a District.   

 

Please know this is a very important meeting, and Leadership 

should make attendance at this meeting a priority! 

 

John Shelly 
District Moderator  
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Continued  to Pg. 5 
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MEETING & EVENT SCHEDULE 

3……..Meeting with David Steele, Shippensburg COB, 

          7:00 p.m. 

7……..Gospel Concert, West Shore COB, 5:00 p.m.  

           (pg. 16) 

9 ........ District Stewards Commission, Zoom meeting,         

           7:30 p.m.  

13…….Drive thru Chicken BBQ and Car Show 

            (pg. 18) 

19-20….2022 Annual Yard Sale, Mechanicsburg COB,  

             7 a.m.–3 p.m.- (pg. 17) 

            21…….Pastors, Ministries & Deacon Meeting,                                      

            Mechanicsburg COB, 6:00 p.m. 

21……..Vespers Service, The Faith Community of  

             TBHC- (Pg. 18) 

25…….District Ministry Commission, Carlisle COB,  

            6:30 p.m.  

5………Labor Dsy (District Office Closed) 

8……...Executive Committee Meeting, Zoom    

            meeting 6:30 p.m. 

16-17…..2022 SOPA District Conference 

20…….District Office Closed (Staff Day) 

22,…...Newsletter Deadline 

29…….District Ministry Commission, Carlisle COB, 

            6:30 p.m. 
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2022 Giving Report 

FOR SUPPORTING  
THE WORK OF THE DISTRICT 



2022 SOPA  

District Conference 

The 

Love 
of  Jesus Christ 
Romans 8:35, 38 & 39 

Friday, September 16th &  
Saturday, September 17th 

 
Mechanicsburg COB 
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Friday, September 16, 2022 
Worship Service………………………………….7:00 p.m. 

 
Saturday, September 17, 2022 

Registration……………………………...8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
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2022 SOPA District Conference 

Information 

 
 

*Brochures will be emailed to the churches along with  
meal tickets & child care the second week of August.* 

 
It will also be available on our webpage at that time also. 

(https://www.cob-net.org/church/sopa/) 
 
 
 

District Conference  Booklets will be emailed out this year to all 
district board members, registered delegates, & churches 

(in the form of .pdf file) 
 
 
 

District Conference Booklet will be available at the conference  
if you need one. 
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 Three of our four congregations in the Church of the Brethren 

Rwanda do not have keyboards or sound systems. Not long before I 

came back to Pennsylvania,  

I had a conversation with them about the need. They had already begun 

setting aside some money, so I suggested that we in the US could help 

them with a sort of “matching funds” offer. My suggestion is that we 

will give $500 to each of the three churches, totaling $1,500 for the pro-

ject. If you as an individual, Sunday School class or congregation would 

be able to bring a contribution, it may be sent to the  

District Office 3375 Carlisle Rd. Suite A. Gardners, PA 17324.  

Any questions can be directed to Chris Elliott at (717) 262-3154 or email 

at cwelliott56@gmail.com  
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Disaster Relief Projects 
 
 Once again hammers are ringing and saws are whirring on disaster relief pro-

jects around the country.  If your congregation is getting into the action, support is 

available through the District Witness Commission.   

• Up to $200 per person (up to ten people) for Church of the Brethren spon-

sored projects. 

• Up to $100 per person (up to ten people) for non-Brethren projects. 

The funds have come to us by a generous donation from the Disaster Relief Auc-

tion.  If you would like to know more, call or email Witness Commission chair  

Chris Elliott at 717-262-3154 or cwelliott56@gmail.com.   

 Continue to pray for the developing Church of the Brethren in the Great Lakes re-
gion of Africa.  As we seek God's will in discerning the best means of support – finances, 

teaching missions, work camps – it is prayer that   
is needed most.  There are hindrances to followers of Christ in every culture and context, 

so the African churches are not unique in that regard.  But being aware of the special 
challenges they face can help us pray more specifically.    

 The poverty of many families is very debilitating.  Those among us who have been 
unemployed might feel great empathy for them.  Parents unable to feed, clothe and edu-
cate their children are especially vulnerable to discouragement.  A very large majority of 
women have been sexually traumatized.  Many more have witnessed or experienced ex-

treme violence.   
 Pray for the leadership as they develop trauma healing seminars, sewing pro-

grams, small business micro-loans, and so forth.  Support can be channeled through the 
Global Food Crisis Fund and Global Mission and Service of the Church of the Brethren. 
 If your congregation or organization would be interested in a presentation of the 

trip to the Great Lakes Africa churches, call or email Chris Elliott (717-262-3154 or 

cwelliott56@gmail.com). 
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Worship Service Volunteers Needed  

Outreach Program  

Memorial Day- Labor Day  

 

In urgent need of people who would be willing to use their special talents as a volunteer to help 

us in either of two aspects of our worship services:  

• Music or Leading Sunday School for the children  

• Musical talent that would provide traditional and/or contemporary  

praise music  

We are not asking people to volunteer for the entire season, just if someone, youth group, 

praise and worship teams that have an interest in either of these activities.  

This would be a wonderful opportunity for any youth group and youth leaders to help make a 

difference in peoples’ lives in well-established program.  

 

 

If interested, Please contact Mike King, (Co-Chairman, Chaplains in the Park Committee),  

By emailing him at (makingit222@gmail.com).  
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Codorus State Park 

Welcoming….. 

has been selected to serve as the  

Campground Ministry Chaplain  

  Bob started this weekend (July 17, 2022) and will 

serve each weekend until we conclude the ministry  

season on  

Labor Day weekend.  

Chaplain Bob Lamond  
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 On July 17th, 2022,  

 Pastor Mark Bowyer and 

his wife Lesley were installed at  

Hanover Church of Brethren. 

 HANOVER 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
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CODORUS 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

To: 

Pastor Eric Ritenour and his 

wife Rhonda and family 

Thank you to Pastor Bob Krouse 

for being the Interim Pastor since 

October 2020, he has made some 

great changes to the church. 

Good Luck to his future plans. 
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A Gospel Concert by the Fuller Family  

Sunday, July 31st @ 11 AM.  

A love offering will be collected.  

Please stay after the concert for a free  

kids-friendly lunch.  

A Gospel Concert by Reunited 

Sunday August 7th, @ 5 PM.  

A love offering will be collected.  

Please join us after the concert for free 
refreshments.   

LOCATED AT:  

6921 Wertzville Road, Enola PA 17025.  

For more information, please call (223) 488-0038 or leave a message at 
the church (717) 795-8573.  

 WEST SHORE 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
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Friday, August 19th,  

7 a.m. – 3 p.m. &  

Saturday, August 20th,  

2022 Annual  

Yard Sale  

 Soups & Sandwiches, Baked Goods,  

Plants & Produce, and lots of Bargains!  

LOCATED AT:  

301 Gale St.,  

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055  

 MECHANICSBURG 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 



Page 18 Southern Pennsylvania District 

VESPERS SERVICE 

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21 @3:00 P.M.  

IN THE THEATER AT HARMONY RIDGE 

 

SINGING, SCRIPTURE, AND MESSAGE  

 

SPECIAL MUSIC BY MONTE LEISTER 

ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

 

Presented by 

The Faith Community of TBHC 
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 The Meat Canning Committee was able to can 3, 240 

cans equally 270 cases..  The Southern PA and Mid-Atlantic District 

each had 135 cases to distribute in their district. 

 

 In the SOPA District  we had to limited distribution of cases 

due to the decreasing of volunteers and donations, but our churches 

and agencies were happy to receive what we could provide. 

 Billy Horton and Roger Turner for coordinating and working to make this meat canning 

project successful. 

 

 To all our volunteers for helping and working hard also for the success of this project 

and finished ahead of time (3 of the 4 days). 

 

 To all the congregations and individuals who contributed funds towards the project. We 

believe the gifts were well stewarded!   

  

 To the churches and organizations that have received the canned goods, as they  

distribute it to those in need. 

A GREAT BIG THANKS!! 

2022 MEAT CANNING UPDATE 

Looking ahead to 2023, we hope and pray to have funds continuing to come 

into the District Office  for a new start and for volunteers to help as we did 

this year. 
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Continued to Page  25 
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Camp Eder Maintenance Capital Campaign 

 

Camp Eder has undergone many improvements over the past few years. God has 

proven himself faithful in supplying building and monetary donations and quali-

fied volunteers.   

As of January 2022- $27,089.33, has been received towards the campaign. 

The following projects have been completed or will be completed  

this year: 

 Schwarzenau and the Maintenance Shop roofs were installed in November 

 The Water Treatment Plant Roof was installed December 20th 

 The AC/ heat pump units for tree of peace are ordered and will be installed in February 

 We have the materials for the Zeigler bath house roof waiting until spring to install 

 

The only projects on the list that are still waiting for funding are: 

 Pool House Roof: $7,000.00  

*This is the next project we will be shooting to complete* 

 The roof is soft and leaks.  This is a heavily used building during camp, as both swimmers 

and residents of Mack cabins and even wagon units use this bath house for restrooms, shower-

ing and changing.  The laundry room for summer staff is also located here, as well as expensive 

water heaters, furnaces, pool pumps, and pool supplies. 

 

Geigley Lodge new heating and cooling system: $24,000.00 

Installing a new heating/cooling system will cut down on humidity, preserve the integrity 

of dry goods in the kitchen, and improve the noise level by replacing the current hearing boxes.  

It will not affect the beautiful exposed wooden beams nor cathedral ceilings. 

 

If you would be able to help us achieve our goals?  All funding will be applied to specific 

projects.  Projects will begin in order of completed funding. 

 

Camp Eder  

914 Mt. Hope Rd.  

Fairfield, PA  17320 
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Continued to pg. 27 
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Continued to pg. 28 
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Continued to pg. 29 
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Continued to Page  30 
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Barb Lehigh, from the Upper Conewago congregation, 
continues to operate a small 
Christian bookstore, Daniel Lehigh’s 
Bookstore. She is offering discounts 
to individuals, churches and pastors 

and will special order the books or curriculum that you 
need.  The store also features boxed cards and children’s 
books.  Stop by to check it out. 

The store is located at her home,  
3206 Lake Meade Road, East Berlin, PA 17316 

She does not currently have set hours of operation but if 
she’s home (and it’s not Sunday) she’s open. 

Daniel 

 Ken Wenger has the following books and curriculum  

to give away:  

In His Hand, In His Spirit and In Christ Jesus, senior high curriculum developed by COB in 1964.  

Each segment has 4 parts with a student and teacher’s guide for each part.  

This is a total of 24 books.  

Also, I have the 4 year, 2 semesters for each year, Quester’s Bible Series curriculum published  

by Brethren Press in 1976 authored by Aaron G. Breidenstine.  

William Barclay 16 volume translation and interpretation of the New Testament.  

One volume Mark is missing. Also, Barclay’s New Testament Words one volume.  

The 12 volume Interpreter’s Bible (1952) volume 9 Acts and Romans is missing.  

4 volume Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible along with a one volume supplement  

Numerous books by Don Durnbaugh and Dale Brown as well as some others by Brethren Authors.  

He may have some other books, but this is the bulk of it. Ken’s phone number is 717-637-1071.  

If you are interested, you can contact him at that number.  

Opportunity for free books and curriculum 


