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2022 has come in and it seems a lot like 2021 to me. We are still dealing with 

Covid (although a new variant), still dealing with political issues in our 

country, our state, and our schools, and there is political unrest in the world 

community. Congregations still struggle with mask or no mask, virtual or in 

person, and other things.  

Individuals are dealing with their children having virtual learning vs. in 

person education, working from home rather than going to work, and trying 

to navigate them all. 

One issue that has come to the forefront of our lives together is a rising 

attitude of narcissism. This is described as “selfishness, involving a 

sense of entitlement, a lack of empathy, and a need for 

admiration, as characterizing a personality type.” (Online Free 

Dictionary) As we have grown apart from others as we experience the 

effects of the pandemic, it appears that we have lost a sense of caring 

for others. We hear people speak of “My rights” more than we hear 

what is best for others. We also see a suspicion about the other, 

whether it the other is a different skin tone, place of birth or living, 

political affiliation, beliefs, or add your own category. I also think 

people tend more to assume things about others rather than get to 

know them. I have also observed that people’s concerns tend to be 

expressed in angry tones rather than thoughtful conversation. 

We all have witnessed reports of school board meetings with parents 

angrily confronting the elected board members and even threatening 

their lives if they do not give in to their demands. Sadly, this model has 

even infiltrated how we deal with leaders and clergy in the church.  

We need to reassess how we respond as followers of Christ to our 

situations in and out of the church. I have personally witnessed church 

leaders being called liars in public church meetings and being bullied if 

the persons do not get their way.  

Maybe we need to be reminded of these words from the apostle Paul 

to the church: 

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others. Philippians 2:3-4 
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I also think that we sometimes spend too much 

time looking for what is wrong in our society, other people, and the 

church and not enough time praying and seeking to make those 

places better. I know I am not perfect, and I have a sneaking 

suspicion that you are not perfect either. Well, the church is not 

perfect and rather than distancing or withdrawing, we need to be 

committed to each other and looking out for each other. We will not 

always get our way, but I would hope we are committed to Christ’s 

way. 

Do you remember the song we almost all sang in youth group so 

long ago, “They will know we are Christians by our Love”? It was 

true when the church started, and it is true today. I am calling us to 

commit to talking (not yelling) to each other to share concerns but 

also share a commitment to unite in Christ to what is holy and pure. 

One tag line that the Church of the Brethren has adopted is 

Another Way of Living.   Today that is needed in our churches as 

we reject the ways of the world and present Christ in our lives, our 

speech, and our thinking and how we deal with one another.  

 

One final thought from Brother Paul: Let your conversation be always full 
of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone. Philippians 4:6 

 

Bill 
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These congregations are currently in the  

Pastoral or additional staff 

 

Search process: 

Bermudian COB 

Hanover COB 

Tuscarora Fellowship 

York Second COB 

Mechanicsburg COB 
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 Information in this newsletter is  

accurate as of the date of publication.     

  

 Please check with the district office if events 

are to be continued as listed. 

 
DEADLINE 

 For the next District Newsletter 
    is due….. 
   Thursday, March 17th 
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MEETING & EVENT SCHEDULE 
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2021 Giving Report 

FOR SUPPORTING  

THE WORK OF THE DISTRICT 



2022 SOPA 

District Conference 

September 16 & 17, 2022 

The 

Love 
of  Jesus Christ 

Romans 8:35, 39 

Mechanicsburg COB 
301 Gale Street 

Mechanicsburg, PA 
 

John Shelly 
District Moderator 
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Upcoming Events 

District Youth Retreat 

March 18-20, 2022  

Camp Eder 

       “Caretaker of My World”  

 Leadership Provided By: 

The Inter-district Youth Cabinet from     
   Bridgewater College 

    All youth presently in grades 6-12 

We encourage all youth leaders to re-
serve the weekend and plan to have 

their youth join us.   

 

 

 

April 23, 2022 

At: HANOVER 
COB 

601 Wilson Ave 

Hanover, PA  

 

Guest Speaker: 

Leah J. Hileman 

 

 

Hosted  by: 

West York COB 

@ Camp Eder 

June 13th-14th 

“Unity and what it means for the church” 

John 17: 20-23 
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Sharing Christ with Truckers and Travelers  

                    Since 1985 

 

     January 2022 

 

 The Board of Directors of Carlisle Truck Stop Ministry, Inc. thanks all 

those churches and individuals who baked and bagged cookies for the Min-

istry's Annual Cookie Drive.  We ended up with 11,224 bags that were dis-

tributed to individual truckers and travelers, as well as numerous hotels, 

truck stops and trucking terminals in the greater Carlisle area.   

 Many “Thanks” were received from the recipients and we pass those 

thanks on to you!    The recipients even demonstrated their gratefulness in 

a tangible way by contributing to the Ministry approximately $1,200.00 in 

unsolicited donations!  Thanks again for your faithful support of this event 

each year.  We couldn't have done it without you! 

 

  P.O. Box 851 

 Carlisle PA 17013-0851 

 717-385-7932 

  www.carlisletruckstopministry.org 

A Great Big Thanks!! 

http://www.carlisletruckstopministry.org/


Page 9 Southern Pennsylvania District 

National Youth Conference  

2022 Information 

National Youth Conference 2022 (NYC 2022) will focus on 
Colossians 2: 5-7 (NRSV) and the theme “Foundational.” 
The event will be held July 23-28, 2022; the registration fee, 
which includes food, lodging, and programming, will be 
$550. Youth who have completed ninth grade through one 
year of college at the time of NYC (or are age equivalent) 
and their advisors will gather at Colorado State University in 
Fort Collins, Colorado. Online registration will begin in early 
January.  

The 2021-2022 National Youth Cabinet met virtually in the 
winter of 2021 to select the theme. The Cabinet discussed 
theme ideas relevant to senior high youth, ultimately select-
ing “Foundational.” The theme scripture from  

Colossians 2: 5-7 reads, “For though I am absent in body, yet 
I am with you in spirit, and I rejoice to see your morale and 
the firmness of your faith in Christ. As you therefore have 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”  

“Throughout the Bible, God is revealed as a foundation for 
our lives in many ways. Some examples of this are the cor-
nerstone, the way God can be seen as an anchor for our lives, 
and how we remain rooted in God in all circumstances,” 
wrote Erika Clary, 2022 NYC Coordinator.   

Members of the National Youth Cabinet include Ben Tatum 
(Virlina), Bella Torres (Atlantic Northeast),  

Elise Gage (Mid-Atlantic), Geo Romero (Illinois/
Wisconsin),  

Hayley Daubert (Shenandoah), and Luke Schweitzer 
(Southern Ohio/Kentucky). Advisors to the cabinet include 
Kayla Alphonse (Atlantic Southeast) and Jason Haldeman 
(Atlantic Northeast). The Cabinet is led by Erika Clary and 
accompanied by Becky Ullom Naugle, Director of Youth 
and Young Adult Ministries.  

Watch for NYC 2022 updates at www.brethren.org/yya/nyc/ 
and on social media (Facebook: National Youth Conference; 
Instagram: @cobnyc2022).  

http://www.brethren.org/yya/nyc/
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 .   
The Rwanda Church of the Brethren will be 
launching a nursery school program early in 
2022.  Construction in underway for a 
classroom – part of the new worship center/
office building in the town of Gisenyi.  
Grace Elliott (daughter of retired pastor 
Chris Elliott) plans to be part of the teach-
ing team.  She hopes to arrive in the third 
week of January and help with the initial 
organization of the school.   
Among her responsibilities will be teaching 
ESL – English as Second Language.   
 
    Her father will accompany her serving as 
instructor for the pastors and church leaders 
in Rwanda, as well as Burundi, Uganda and 
Democratic Republic of Congo.  There are 
now approximately 45 Church of the Breth-
ren congregations in the region, along with 
several agriculture projects, a medical clin-
ic, an orphanage, an elementary school, as 
well as the proposed nursery school. 
 
  

 Africa Great Lakes 
  Updates   

Support for their stay (January to May) is 
from the Church of the Brethren Global 
Mission office, Global Food Initiative and 
Southern PA District.   
For more information, contact Chris at 
717-262-3154 or cwelliott56@gmail.com.   

mailto:cwelliott56@gmail.com
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Disaster Relief Projects 
 
 Once again hammers are ringing and saws are whirring on disaster relief 

projects around the country.  If your congregation is getting into the action, 

support is available through the District Witness Commission.   

• Up to $200 per person (up to ten people) for Church of the Brethren 

sponsored projects. 

• Up to $100 per person (up to ten people) for non-Brethren projects. 

The funds have come to us by a generous donation from the Disaster Relief 

Auction.  If you would like to know more, call or email Witness Commission 

chair Chris Elliott at 717-262-3154 or cwelliott56@gmail.com.   

  

 Continue to pray for the 
developing Church of the Brethren in the 
Great Lakes region of Africa.  As we seek 

God's will in discerning the best means of support – 
finances, teaching missions, work camps – it is prayer that is needed most.  There are 
hindrances to followers of Christ in every culture and context, so the African churches 
are not unique in that regard.  But being aware of the special challenges they face can 
help us pray more specifically.   
  
 The poverty of many families is very debilitating.  Those among us who have 
been unemployed might feel great empathy for them.  Parents unable to feed, clothe 
and educate their children are especially vulnerable to discouragement.  A very large 
majority of women have been sexually traumatized.  Many more have witnessed or 
experienced extreme violence.   
 Pray for the leadership as they develop trauma healing seminars, sewing 
programs, small business micro-loans, and so forth.  Support can be channeled 
through the Global Food Crisis Fund and Global Mission and Service of the Church of 
the Brethren. 
  

If your congregation or organization would be interested in a presentation of the trip 

to the Great Lakes Africa churches, call or email Chris Elliott (717-262-3154 or 

cwelliott56@gmail.com). 

mailto:cwelliott56@gmail.com
mailto:cwelliott56@gmail.com
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Continued on Page 11 

Camp Eder Maintenance Capital Campaign 

Camp Eder has undergone many improvements over the past few years. God 

has proven himself faithful in supplying building and monetary donations and 

qualified volunteers.   

As of January 2022- $27,089.33, has been received towards the campaign. 

The following projects have been completed or will be completed  

this year: 

 Schwarzenau and the Maintenance Shop roofs were installed in November 

 The Water Treatment Plant Roof was installed December 20th 

 The AC/ heat pump units for tree of peace are ordered and will be installed in February 

 We have the materials for the Zeigler bath house roof waiting until spring to install 

 

The only projects on the list that are still waiting for funding are: 

 Pool House Roof: $7,000.00  

*This is the next project we will be shooting to complete* 

 The roof is soft and leaks.  This is a heavily used building during camp, as both 

swimmers and residents of Mack cabins and even wagon units use this bath house for re-

strooms, showering and changing.  The laundry room for summer staff is also located 

here, as well as expensive water heaters, furnaces, pool pumps, and pool supplies. 

 

Geigley Lodge new heating and cooling system: $24,000.00 

Installing a new heating/cooling system will cut down on humidity, preserve the 

integrity of dry goods in the kitchen, and improve the noise level by replacing the current 

hearing boxes.  It will not affect the beautiful exposed wooden beams nor cathedral ceil-

ings. 

 

If you would be able to help us achieve our goals?  All funding will be applied to 

specific projects.  Projects will begin in order of completed funding. 

 

Camp Eder  

914 Mt. Hope Rd.  

Fairfield, PA  17320 
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Continued from Page 10 
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Continued on Page 15 
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The District Witness Commission  

Is seeking a person to serve as 

Meat Canning Coordinator 

Contact the District Office for more details. 

Thank you! 

Continued from Page 14 

Continued on Page 16 
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Continued from Page 20 

Continued on Page 19 
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Continued from Page  18 
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Continued on Page 21 
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Continued from Page 20 
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Contin-
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Chambersburg 

Church of the Brethren 
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Continued on Page 27 
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Continued from Page 26 
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Continued on Page 29 
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Continued from Page 28 
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Continued on Page 31 
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Continued from Page 30 
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Faith of Our Farmers is a podcast devoted to the faith side of agriculture.  It highlights farmers, 

agribusiness and ministry people as they share their testimonies of how God is at work in everyday 

life.  It is produced by Chris Elliott (retired Knobsville pastor) and his brother-in-law Frank 

Hartley.  You can find it on Google and Apple podcasts, as well as Spotify and other podcast apps. 
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Barb Lehigh, from the Upper Conewago congregation, 
continues to operate a small Christian bookstore, 
Daniel Lehigh’s Bookstore. 

 
 

She is offering discounts to individuals, churches and pastors and will special order 
the books or curriculum that you need. 

The store also features boxed cards and children’s books.  Stop by to check it out. 

The store is located at her home,  
3206 Lake Meade Road, East Berlin, PA 17316 

She does not currently have set hours of operation but if she’s home (and it’s not 
Sunday) she’s open. 

Please contact Barb at 717-292-4362 to place an order or schedule a visit. 

It’s best to call ahead.  Thank you! 

Daniel 
Lehigh’s  

Laptops for Missions 
 
 Did you recently upgrade to a new laptop 
computer?  Do you have an unused one lying around 
with power supply?  Dayton Unger of the 
Shippensburg congregation will refurbish and update 
older computers for use by missionaries, seminary 
students and pastors.  Windows 7 or newer is 
preferred.  You may contact him at 717 385 6271 
(leave a message) or dcunger17257@gmail.com.  Your 
old laptop may find a new life in Latin America or 
Africa! 
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