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For God so loved the
world that He gave
His only begotten
Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him
should not perish, but
have everlasting life.
John 3:16
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A Message from our District Executive
Here it is a week before Thanksgiving Day, and I am writing an
article for the December newsletter!

I don’t want to rush into Christmas without taking time to truly be
thankful for my blessings.
Thanks be to God for His touch through all of this. And thank you
to the nurses and staff at York hospital for their care during my
visit. I do want to thank all of you for your prayers, cards, visits,
and thoughts during my recent hospitalization and ongoing recovery. It is really sobering when a doctor tells you that you didn’t
realize just how sick you were. Currently, the healing is taking
place and I hope to be back to whatever the new
normal is. Thanks to those in the district who are picking up some
of the duties that I can’t yet get to.
I am thankful that through technology, I can do almost all my DE
work while being homebound. And I am thankful for my wife,
Dawn, who has served as nurse and Uber driver through this time.
I am also thankful to the CDRC Commission for their sponsoring a
District Prayer meeting at Carlisle. If anything is going to be done
in our district and denomination, it must be undergirded in the
prayers of the people. Thank you to Carlisle CoB for hosting this
event.

Thank you to Amy Weaver for her serving as our Office Manager.
You may not know this, but this will be her last Newsletter as she
has resigned to take a position in Gettysburg. I will miss her enthusiasm and willingness to learn about the Church of the Brethren. I
hope you will join me in wishing her nothing but the best as she
moves on from us. As of this writing, we have not hired a new
Office manager so things will be a little different for a while.
Please be patient as we try to cover the bases. As always, I can be
reached through email or my cell phone.
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A Message from our District Executive
As I reflect on my recent health scare, I can see a parallel in the Christmas
story.
Jesus came to earth to provide salvation from our sin and enable us to have a
relationship with God. For many, they didn’t then and do not now, realize how
serious the sickness of sin was and is. We cannot save ourselves by doing good
things or saying the right words. It is only through Christ that we have new life.
My prayer is that have already realized that in the eyes of God you were really
sick, and that Christ is the only cure for what ails us. My prayer is also that we
will be committed to sharing the Good News that is the real story of Christmas
to others.
One last thanksgiving: I am thankful that our plans to visit in Florida and have
our Granddaughter and Grandson (and their parents!) together for Christmas
have not been scuttled yet!
So, Happy Thanksgiving and then the Merriest of Christmas celebrations to
you and yours.

Bill
Words can not express the over whelming love and support
I have felt working here at the district office. I have met
so many people, through phones calls, and in person. The
friendships that have made is more of a blessing then I
could ever imagine.
My heart is overjoyed with it all. Even though its been a
year it feels like a lifetime and I will cherish it all.
I’m looking forward to my next adventure in my life.
Thank you to everyone in the district,
Much Love, Amy
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Greetings from the
Leon Yoder, District Board Chair
I give you greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. As I write
this, our beloved Southern PA District Church of the Brethren is in a time of transition
and challenge. Let us together be in earnest prayer concerning the needs of our district.
First of all let us continue to hold our District Executive, Bill Waugh in our prayers
for his health and recovery from the surgical removal of a middle toe due to a serious infection. He will remain on antibiotic infusions at home for several more weeks. Since
Bill’s doctor has not yet released him to drive, he will be working from home and will
not be keeping office hours until future notice. Again, please keep our brother in your
prayers as he faces the challenges of working remotely with limited access to things that
are located in the office.
Another prayer concern is our search for a new office manager for the district office. It is with sadness that we say good bye to Amy Weaver who has served us so well
for the past year. Her last day in the office is November 18. We will surely miss her
cheerful greeting when answering the phone, her prompt and efficient response to our
many requests for information and assistance, and her thorough attention to her many
duties in the district office. We are blessed by her superb organizational skills and she is
leaving behind a very well organized office for the next office manager. Amy holds a
degree in restaurant management and has accepted a full-time position in that field.
I want to give her my personal thanks and a thank-you on behalf of the SOPA District for
a job well done. Amy, we will miss you and we pray the Lord’s blessings on you in the
days and years to come.
So, you may be asking, “Who is the next SOPA district office manager and when
will they start?” The Lord knows that answer and we do not! Meanwhile, please be in
prayer for the executive committee as we seek for the one whom the Lord is preparing
for this position. During this time of transition there will be no regular office hours.
Phone calls to the district office will be forwarded to Bill’s cell phone and district mail
will be held at the post office to be pick up regularly. The executive committee will be
working with Bill in our best attempt to keep the ministries of the district running
smoothly. Your patience will be greatly appreciated.
May the Grace, Peace, and Love of Jesus Christ be with you all!
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SOPA District Office
will be open
Mondays & Thursdays
and closed
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
All phone calls and emails can be directed to
District Executive, Bill Waugh
until further notice.

These congregations are
currently looking for
pastoral or additional staff

SO PA District COB
3375 Carlisle Rd,
Suite A
Gardners, PA 17324
(717) 778-2264
Rev. Dr. William A.
Waugh
District Executive
Cell: (724) 875-0958
bwaugh@
brethren.org
SOPADistrict@
brethren.org

Search Process:
Tuscarora Fellowship
York Second COB
Mechanicsburg COB
Chambersburg COB
Shippensburg COB
Gettysburg COB (upcoming)
Wolgamuth COB (upcoming)

Information in this newsletter is accurate as of
the date of publication.
Please check with the district
office if events are to be

continued as listed.
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MEETING & EVENT SCHEDULE

1st………………………..Eastern Zone Pastors Meeting @ Noon
1st…………………...…..District Witness Commission Zoom Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
6th…………………..……Central Zone Pastors Meeting @ Carlisle COB @ 9 a.m.
8th…………………..…...District Executive Committee Zoom Meeting @ 6:30 p.m.
24th…………..Christmas Eve

25th…………..MERRY CHRISTMAS!!
31st…………..HAPPY NEW YEAR’S EVE! (2023)
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Date: Saturday, February 25, 2023
Guest Speaker: Jeff Carter
Host Church: Mechanicsburg COB

Possible: Date: Saturday, April 22, 2023
Guest Speaker: TBD
Host Church: York First COB

Monday, June 5, 2023 & Tuesday, June 6, 2023
Guest Speaker: Doris Ortman
Location: Camp Eder
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SOPA & Mid-Atlantic Districts
2023 Meat Canning
Monday, April 10-Thursday, April 13, 2023

Spring Plans for
2023 Youth Event with Bridgewater
IYC leading
TBD

Date: Friday, May 12, 2023
Hosted by: Camp Eder
Location: Carroll Valley Golf Course
Tee Time: 8:00 a.m.
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Brethren Academy in Rwanda
The Brethren Nursery School in Gisenyi Rwanda is now named Brethren Academy.
The change came about by the suggestion of a visiting government official, as it
was felt that the new name would offer more flexibility in the the event that we
might add classes for older children in the future.
School opened again in September with 50 students. There are now three classes - ages
3, 4, and 5. Each class has a local teacher, with Grace Elliott moving among the classes
teaching English.
The new playground equipment (purchased with funds from Southern PA District
congregations) is a tremendous blessing. The school children love using the
swings and merry-go-rounds. Naturally, anytime during the week that children
are present, they are getting lots of use.
Thank you all so much for your prayers and support for the Brethren
Academy. It is a beautiful expression of God’s love to boys and girls
that would not otherwise have such an opportunity.
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Disaster Relief Projects
Once again hammers are ringing and saws are whirring on disaster relief
projects around the country. If your congregation is getting into the action,
support is available through the District Witness Commission.
•

•

Up to $200 per person (up to ten people) for Church of the Brethren
sponsored projects.
Up to $100 per person (up to ten people) for non-Brethren projects.

The funds have come to us by a generous donation from the Disaster Relief
Auction. If you would like to know more, call or email Witness Commission
chair
Continue to pray for the developing Church of the Brethren in the Great Lakes
region of Africa. As we seek God's will in discerning the best means of
support – finances, teaching missions, work camps – it is prayer that
is needed most. There are hindrances to followers of Christ in every culture and context,
so the African churches are not unique in that regard. But being aware of the special
challenges they face can help us pray more specifically.
The poverty of many families is very debilitating. Those among us who have been
unemployed might feel great empathy for them. Parents unable to feed, clothe and
educate their children are especially vulnerable to discouragement. A very large majority
of women have been sexually traumatized. Many more have witnessed or experienced
extreme violence.
Pray for the leadership as they develop trauma healing seminars, sewing programs,
small business micro-loans, and so forth. Support can be channeled through the Global
Food Crisis Fund and Global Mission and Service of the Church of the Brethren.
If your congregation or organization would be interested in a presentation of the
trip to the Great Lakes Africa churches, call or email Chris Elliott
(717-262-3154 or cwelliott56@gmail.com).
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Shippensburg Church
of the Brethren

EC

CORATIN
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Black Rock Church
of the Brethren
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022
1:30 PM
You are invited to the Black Rock Church of the Brethren to
enjoy the sounds of Christmas. There will be a concert
presented with Pastor Brandon of the Black Rock Church
involved. Brandon’s step mother, Benita Grady will be
featured on piano, and Brandon’s brother Ben, along with
Brandon himself will be singing some songs with Benita.
This one hour time we pray will be a time of worship and
celebration of the coming Christ child and just a way to
enjoy sharing in song together as there will be some
congregational singing of familiar Christmas carols. There
will be donations accepted and they will go to the Black
Rock out reach Ministries which support our District and
several other ministries which are connected as such. We
know Christmas is a busy time of year, but we hope you will
mark your calendars and can plan to be with us to worship
our Lord and welcome Christ into our midst!
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Huntsdale Church
of the Brethren
God is good and greatly to be praised. Each year in September the
Huntsdale Congregation celebrates His blessings with praise on
Harvest Home Sunday. As part of our celebration, we collect
non-perishable food stuffs for local food banks as a way of giving
back to bless others in need (Picture in the chancel) for 2022.
Pastor Darlene Stouffer
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Did you know you helped share Jesus to more than 15,000 people in
summer 2022?
Pennsylvania is the last state in the United States to offer worship services between Memorial Day and Labor Day at their State Parks. The Campground Ministry began in 1960 at
Cowan’s Gap State Park and has expanded to 35 campgrounds throughout Pennsylvania. As
Chrisitans, we are called to take the Good (Great) news of Jesus to all of those that will hear
it. In 2022, our chaplains have had to opportunity to worship with approximately 5,000 people across Pennsylvania, host non-worship events and visit with nearly 12,000 people.
Your financial contributions, volunteer time, and prayers have made ministering among
Pennsylvania campers possible in 2022. I invite you to attend a service near you and encourage the chaplain, pray with them, support them with your time, talent, and treasure. You
can learn more about this essential ministry by visiting our website at
https://pachurches.org/ministries/campground-ministry/.
We have just concluded our 2022 season and have already begun planning our 2023 season.
The Lord is continuing to call those who love Him and will serve Him to ministry. If the
Lord has impressed serving Him on your heart, I invite you to consider serving as a chaplain
in 2023. Our current available opportunities are indicated on our website map. Please pass
this opportunity on to others and if interested, apply today as most opportunities are filled
before the end of winter. If you have questions regarding the ministry or would like us to
visit your congregation, please email me at campgroundministry@pachurches.org.

Blessings, Jim Gould Campground Ministry Coordinator
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Adult Mental Health First Aid
DATE
December 9, 2022 - 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
LOCATION:
Brook Lane Main Campus
Community Room
13121 Brook Lane
Hagerstown, MD 21742
Get Directions
PHONE:
301-733-0331 x1228
EMAIL:
curt.miller@brooklane.org
COST:
$10.00

The Adult Mental Health First Aid course is an 8-hour program appropriate for anyone 18
years and older who wants to learn how to help a person who may be experiencing a
mental health related crisis or problem. Topics covered include anxiety, depression, psychosis, and addictions. The adult course teaches a 5-step action plan for how to help an
individual in both crisis and non-crisis situations. Mental Health First Aid uses roleplaying and simulations to demonstrate how to assess a mental health crisis, select interventions and provide initial help; and connect people to professional, peer, social, and
self-help care.
Please register at www.brooklane.org current events.
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Barb Lehigh, from the Upper Conewago congregation,
continues to operate a small
Christian bookstore, Daniel Lehigh’s
Bookstore. She is offering discounts
to individuals, churches and pastors
and will special order the books or curriculum that you
need. The store also features boxed cards and children’s
books. Stop by to check it out.

Daniel

The store is located at her home,
3206 Lake Meade Road, East Berlin, PA 17316
She does not currently have set hours of operation but if
she’s home (and it’s not Sunday) she’s open.

Opportunity for free books and curriculum
Ken Wenger has the following books and curriculum
to give away:
In His Hand, In His Spirit and In Christ Jesus, senior high curriculum developed by COB in 1964.
Each segment has 4 parts with a student and teacher’s guide for each part.
This is a total of 24 books.
Also, I have the 4 year, 2 semesters for each year, Quester’s Bible Series curriculum published

by Brethren Press in 1976 authored by Aaron G. Breidenstine.
William Barclay 16 volume translation and interpretation of the New Testament.
One volume Mark is missing. Also, Barclay’s New Testament Words one volume.
The 12 volume Interpreter’s Bible (1952) volume 9 Acts and Romans is missing.
4 volume Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible along with a one volume supplement
Numerous books by Don Durnbaugh and Dale Brown as well as some others by Brethren Authors.
He may have some other books, but this is the bulk of it. Ken’s phone number is 717-637-1071.
If you are interested, you can contact him at that number.

