
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Spring Fountain 
 

The water I give will become a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.  – John 4:14 

 

Free Spring Church of the Brethren 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Lenten Teas, Prayer Breakfasts, 

and Services Schedules inside! 
 

 

Services at Brookline 
Sunday, March 5 

at 2:00 and 3:00 pm 
 

 

Free Spring Movie Night 

Saturday, March 11 

6:00 pm 
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670 Free Spring Church Road 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 

(717) 463-3192 

FreeSpringCOB@yahoo.com 

Terry Smith, Pastor 

Eugene Jones, Moderator 

Lona Henry, Church Secretary 

Office Hours: 

Thursdays 

10:00 am – 12:00 noon 

Sunday Services: 

Early Worship – 8:30 am 

Sunday School – 9:30 am 

Worship Service – 10:30 

am 

All items for the April newsletter and calendar must be in the Free Spring 
Church office by Monday, March 20.  If we do not receive these items by 
then, we WILL NOT be able to put them in the newsletter. 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

     As I sat down at my keyboard this morning the 
weatherman was warning about impending storms cross 
the nation.  The global concern over the storm of war, 
centered in the Ukraine, continues to rise.  We see the 
impact on our economy and voice our dismay at the 

prices that we pay for food and fuel especially.  Meanwhile, several 
countries around the world are facing food shortages. 
 We also turn our attention to the humanitarian crisis in Turkey and 
Syria after the horrific earthquake.  There is a fund set up through Brethren 
Disaster Ministries and you will have the opportunity to give to the relief 
fund through your offerings.  It looks like there is an opportunity to go on 
another BDM relief work trip to Kentucky the week of November 12 to 18.  
If you are interested, let me know as only half of the full number of 15 
volunteers is available. 
 With the emphasis on prayer during our community Lenten services, I 
urge you to consider beginning the day with prayer for a different person 
each day.  Write the names down and see what a list you have compiled 
until Easter morning!  When I go to our refrigerator I see the picture of 
Jimena, our new Compassion child whom we sponsor, and I am reminded 
of how difficult life can be in Ecuador. 
 Melany, our first Compassion child, turned 18 last year and 
"graduated" from the program.  In her last letter she wrote, "The program 
has been a great blessing to my life because I was able to receive special 
gifts, Christmas gifts, school vouchers, food in the program, and food 
baskets during the pandemic.  In short, it was a wonderful help.  How can 
I not thank all those who make up this wonderful work of being able to 
serve those most in need?" 
 Brothers and sisters, may we continue to serve those most in need 
and be the hands of Jesus during this season of Lent. 
 

  In Christ’s Love, 

  Pastor Terry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scriptures and Messages for March 

Lent Week 2, March 5 
John 3:1-17 "How Can These Things Be?" 
 

Lent Week 3, March 12 
Romans 5:1-11 "Hope Does Not Disappoint Us" 
 

Lent Week 4, March 19 
John 9:1-41 "Amazing Grace for You" 
 

Lent Week 5, March 26 
John 11:1-45 "Do You Believe This?"  
 
 
 

Port Royal Men's Prayer Breakfasts 

     The Port Royal Ministerium's Annual Men's 
Prayer Breakfasts will be held at 7:00 am every 
Saturday during Lent at the Port Royal Community 
Building on 4th Street. 
     The events are open to all men.  If you have 
questions, please see George King.  Hope to see 

many of you men there. 
 The following speakers are scheduled: 

March 4 – Rev. Garrick Paden, youth pastor of Cedar Grove BIC 

March 11 – Mr. Don Musser of Faith Community Church 

March 18 – Mr. Warren Wagner of Free Spring Church of the Brethren 

March 25 – Mr. Rodney Pry of Free Spring Church of the Brethren 

April 1 – Rev. Perry Monrow of McAlisterville United Methodist Church 

April 8 – Rev. Ron Shope of First Baptist Christ 

 
 

E aster Sunrise Service 
Sunday, April 9 at 6:30 am 

in the sanctuary 
     Easter Sunrise Service will be held at 6:30 am in the Free Spring 
Church sanctuary, followed by breakfast in the fellowship hall.  Pete 
Brummer will be our speaker, Addison Eby will be playing the prelude, 
and Erin Bell will provide special music.  Please plan to attend! 

March Deacons of the Month: 

Warren & Connie Wagner 



Free Spring Library News 
 
The following are fiction books; some are part of a series. 

The Lumber Baron's Daughter Series by Mary Connealy 

A Model of Devotion – Jilly Stiles has been educated since 
childhood to help run her father's lumber dynasty.  With 
the company safe from her stepfather after the marriages of her two 
sisters, Jilly can now focus on her dream of building a mountaintop railroad 
– and never marry.  (This is the third book in the series; the other books 
are The Element of Love and Inventions of the Heart.) 
 

The Fossil Hunter by Tea Cooper 

 Back in 1847, nobody believed Mellie when she described seeing a 
monster in the Australian bush.  More than 70 years later, Penelope 
Martindale finds a connection between a fossil at London's Natural History 
Museum and several sinister disappearances!  Buried secrets.  An ancient 
fossil.  Will these clues prove enough to unravel a nearly forgotten 
mystery? 
 

Catching Wind by Melanie Dobson 

 What happened to Brigitte Berthold?  That question has haunted 
Daniel Knight since he was thirteen, when he and ten-year-old Brigitte 
escaped the Gestapo agents who arrested both their parents.  They 
survived a harrowing journey from Germany to England, only to be 
separated upon their arrival.  Daniel vowed to find Brigitte after the war, a 
promise he has fought to fulfill for more than seventy years. 
 

The Moonlight School by Suzanne Woods Fisher 

 Superintendent of Education, Cora Wilson Stewart knows the 
devastating impact of illiteracy.  She hires her cousin Lucy Wilson to help 
carry out a plan with schoolmaster Brother Wyatt…together, they will 
utilize Appalachian schoolhouses on moonlit nights to teach adults reading 
and writing.  Based on true events in 1911 Kentucky! 
 

Like the Wind by Robin Lee Hatcher 

 Imagine yourself a refugee separated from all those you love.  Today 
Daniel Knight is a wealthy old man who requests the help of an American 
journalist known for finding missing persons along with his lawyer to find 
his missing friend Brigitte Berthold.  When the two were children, during 
World War II, they had escaped the German secret police that had 
arrested both their parents and were then separated after they arrived in 
England.  Daniel has spent his entire life searching for her.  Will this new 
team finally bring her back to him? 

Concrete Evidence by DiAnn Mills 

 Avery's respect for her grandfather runs deep – until she finds him 
standing over a dead man, gun in hand.  Then she uncovers a billing 
discrepancy for his construction company's dam work.  She contacts FBI 
Agent Wilkins and begins receiving threats.  With the dam's integrity in 
question and a hurricane looming, will the body count rise with the tide? 
 
Heroines of WWII Series by Naomi Musch 

Season of my Enemy – Since all available men are fighting for the Allies 
overseas, Fannie O'Brien bears the weight of her Wisconsin family farm 
on her shoulders.  Her mother enlists the only help she can – German 
Prisoners of War shipped to the Heartland from the front lines.  Fannie 
cannot imagine working alongside men who might have been shooting at 
her brothers and killing her friends.  Days of doing hard manual labor side 
by side, however, cause her to realize the gap between her and the 
prisoners isn't as wide as she thought.  (This is the sixth book in the series; 
the other books are The Cryptographer's Dilemma by Johnnie Alexander, 
A Picture of Hope by Liz Tolsma, Saving Mrs. Roosevelt by Candice Sue 
Patterson, Mrs. Witherspoon Goes to War by Mary Davis, and A Rose for 
the Resistance by Angela K. Couch.)  
 
 ~ Kathy Bowman, Librarian 
 
 

 

Undeliverable E-Mails! 
     I have received a number of e-mails that are being 
returned as "undeliverable" lately.  This seems to be 
occurring mostly with e-mails with the extension 
embarqmail.com or centurylink.net.  If your e-mail address 

has this extension, please let me know if this extension changed since 
Brightspeed took over CenturyLink?  I appreciate your assistance on this!  
Thank you! ~Lona Henry 

 
 

Ukraine Relief Offerings 
     If you’re so led, we encourage you to continue 
contributing to this effort.  Check contributions should be 
made payable to Free Spring COB and write "for 
Ukraine" on the memo line.  This will allow us to deposit 
the check and forward your contributions to the Brethren Disaster 
Ministries.  If using your offering envelope, indicate the amount that it is to 
go to BRETHREN DISASTER MINISTRIES.  You may also use a regular 
envelope or one of the designated "Brethren Disaster Ministries" offering 
envelopes which have been placed on the table in the narthex. 



Please remember our shut-ins with your prayers and 
cards, particularly during this Christmas season: 
 Evelyn Benner Wayne & Dot Benson 
 North Ridge Center 389 Raccoon Valley Road 
 99 North Ridge Drive, Rm 12 Millerstown, PA  17062 
 McAlisterville, PA  17049 (717) 589-3419 
  
 Bev Oberlin Melda Ritchie 
 North Ridge Center 3761 Mountain Road 
 Personal Care, Rm 5 McAlisterville, PA  17049 
 99 North Ridge Drive  
 McAlisterville, PA 17049 Denton Ritzman 
 (717) 463-2249 North Ridge Center 
 (717) 994-8807 (cell) Personal Care, Rm 17 
  99 North Ridge Drive 
  McAlisterville, PA  17049 
 
 

Christian Education Commission 
     Come on out for Movie Night on Saturday, March 11 at 
6:00 pm in the fellowship hall.  Bring a snack to share and 
your sense of humor for a great time of fellowship. 
     Around the corner is Bible Study time in May.  We're 
looking for input about changing things up with maybe 
Supper & Study on a Wednesday night rather than Saturday 

morning Breakfast & Bible Study.  With an evening study we may do a 
potluck dinner provided by attendees.  Again, we're open to suggestions 
or if B&B is preferred, we'll continue to go that avenue.  Feel free to 
express your opinions to any Christian Ed Committee member. 
 
 ~ Shari Book (Chair), Jim Eichman, Alan Naylor, and Mary Zeigler 
 
 
 

Free Spring Movie Night 

Saturday, March 11 

At 6:00 pm 

In the Fellowship Hall 
Bring a snack to share if you'd like to! 

Movie will be Family Camp 
     Two polar-opposite families find themselves 
sharing a cabin for a week away at camp.  With the 
highly coveted camp trophy at stake, dads Tommy 
and Eddie end up lost in the woods after a comedy of errors and mishaps. 

Nurture Commission News 
     Thanks to everyone who helped with the memorial 
service and meal during the celebration of life of Ray 
Oberlin held Saturday, February 18. 
 Our Birthday person for February is Tom Willow.  His 
Birthday is Thursday, March 2.  Please remember him with your cards, 
wishes and prayers. 
 In March, our Greeters are Rich & Becca Walters for first service and 
Wanda Smith for second service.  Worship Leader for second service is 
Dave Moist and Deacons for March are Warren & Connie Wagner. 
 Lenten Teas began February 11 and will continue Saturday mornings 
thru April 1 at 8:00 am in the fellowship hall.  This year the leaders are Jen 
Sparks and Mary Zeigler.  Refreshments are usually provided by the 
participants. 
 Lenten Services began Ash Wednesday, February 22 and are being 
held Sunday evenings at 7:00 pm thru Good Friday on April 7.  Please see 
additional information on these services elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 April 2 is Palm Sunday.  April 9 is Easter Sunday, and we will have a 
Sunrise Service at 6:30 am.  Addison Eby will perform the prelude, Erin 
Bell will provide special music, Pete Brummer will be our guest speaker, 
and Sharon Ritzman will be worship leader. 
 April 30 is Meet-in-the-Middle Sunday. 
 
   ~ Jessica Eby, Ron Gordon, David Moist (Chair), and Art Zug 
 
 

March Birthday of the Month 
 Our Birthday of the month for March is Tom Willow, 
whose birthday is on Thursday, March 2.  Please 
remember him with your prayers and cards. 

 
 
 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 

     1) A belated thanks to all who participated in 

Stitcharity’s Christmas Project.  Each Angel Tree 

Family received 14 or 15 ornaments.  Remember 

this ongoing project and begin creating! 

     2) Thanks to Ginger, Eric, Dina, Art, and Jim for hauling 

nativities to and fro.  I’m old and this task grows bigger each year.   

     3) Thank you to the church for the Christmas checks to 

musicians.  I used mine to purchase hooks, poles, and plate holders 

for the nativity display. ~ Rosalita Leonard 



Witness Commission 
March Food Pantry needs: 

Tissues 
     March…hard to believe it will soon be spring, even 
though we have had several spring or summer temperature days. 
 Camp Eder Senior Day is March 8 beginning with a light breakfast at 
9:30 am.  Cost is $20 per person.  Call (717) 642-8256 to register.  
Program is Natural Clean Living!  Roast Beef lunch is at noon and the 
afternoon program begins at 1:00 pm. 
 Promise Ranch's Campfire Chronicle outlines several volunteer needs 
for the coming year.  During the winter they are cutting firewood from 
downed trees, closing in the front of the barn addition, fence repair, and 
general clean up.  If you would be interested in helping call (717) 463-
0113. 
 The Church World Service Kits for January and February will be 
assembled.  This year we asked for buckets and lids, and have received 
several, along with monetary donations to fill those.  The end of February 
has passed but we will still take any donations for these Kits.  In March 
and April we will collect Hygiene Kits.  Ziplock bags with item info will be 
available in the narthex. 
 Thanks to Judy Burns for delivering the January and February items 
to the Food Pantry.  For the months of March and April we will be collecting 
Tissues.  Thank you to everyone who donates.  These items are not 
available through the Central PA Food Bank, which is why we concentrate 
on non-food items to donate. 
 Brookline church service is scheduled for Sunday, March 5.  Thank 
you to those who so graciously volunteer to help with these services at the 
local nursing homes.  A special thank you to Sharon Ritzman for taking 
care of the scheduling! 
 Our Relay-for-Life Team is registered as Free spring COB Steppers.  
You may go the web site www.RelayForLife.org/pamifflinjuniata  to register 
as part of the Team.  It will be held at Derry Park on Saturday, June 10, 
from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm.  The church youth will decorate lumina bags 
if there are members who wish to purchase one in Honor or Memory of a 
loved one.  Cost is $10 per bag. 
  
  ~ Jen Sparks, Warren Wagner, Becca Walters, and Dina Zug (Chair) 
 
 

Help Needed!! 
     HELP is needed for the worship services at Brookline 

next Sunday, March 5 at 2:00 and 3:00 pm.  Needed 

are Speaker, Worship Leader, Special Music, and Pianist. 

     Please let Sharon Ritzman know ASAP if you can help! 

Juniata County Food Pantry 
March Update 

 With your faithful support in 2022, we were able 
to reach 350 families (507 individuals) struggling 
with hunger in Juniata County and provide them 
with nutritious, life-giving food and hope!  What a 
wonderful blessing and example of the Lord's command to "feed my 
sheep!" 
 In January 2023, the Food Pantry served 205 families – 537 of your 
neighbors!  We thank all the volunteers who helped for the month of 
January, we could not do it without you! 
 Our vestibule is open 24 hours a day to receive non-perishable 
donations.  Donations of cash, checks or gift cards for local stores are 
appreciated and may be deposited in the vestibule’s mail slot. 
 Contact Person:  Glenda Fultz, Executive Director 
 Phone:  (717) 436-9718 (answering machine)  
 E-mail:  jcfp122017@gmail.com 
 Address:  PO Box 44, Mifflintown, PA  17059 
 Location:  114 N Main St, Mifflintown, PA  17059 
 Hours: Tuesday, 9:00 am – 12:00 noon, and 1:00-5:00 pm 
  Saturday, 9:00 am – 12:00 noon 

Visit our Website:  www.jcfoodpantry.com 
 
 

Sunday School Classes 
     The Seekers class, which meets in the upstairs adult 
classroom (formerly the Encouragers classroom), will be 
studying Mark 8 starting on February 26.  You are welcome 
to join us.  You will learn a lot!  Teachers will be Ron Gordon, 

Rodney Pry, and Allen Zendt. 
 The Explorers Sunday School class, which meets in the fellowship 
hall, is doing a thirteen-week Life Guide study entitled “Meeting Jesus”.  
The study uses all four gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John – to tell 
us the story of Jesus.  Each study explores who Jesus was and how He 
can be in our lives today. 

 
 

Free Spring 

Relay-for-Life Team Sign-Up 

     We will be registering a team for Relay-for-Life 
this year.  If you are interested in being part of the 

team, please let Dina know.  Team members will need to register with the 
team on-line.  Donation sheets are available in the narthex.  We will also 
be ordering bags for luminaries if you are interested in purchasing one at 
$10.  The youth will be decorating them. 

http://www.relayforlife.org/pamifflinjuniata


Lenten Tea Bible Study 
     Lenten Tea Bible study is being held each Saturday 
thru April 1 at 8:00 am.  We will be using The Ruth 
Anointing by Michelle McClain-Walters.  "Ruth was not 
afraid to step out of her comfort zone and embrace new possibilities.  She 
ventured past cultural limitations to discover a life of fulfillment.  She was 
willing to risk it all and be stretched." 
     Please plan to join us!  A sign-up sheet has been placed in the narthex. 

 
 
 

2023 COMMUNITY LENTEN SERVICES 
 

Sponsored By: 
The McAlisterville Ministerium 

 

Theme 
Jesus Offers You the Power of Prayer 

 
Feb 22 James Prepares East Salem Methodist Kevin Brophy 

The Ash Wednesday Service includes 
the sacrament of Holy Communion 

Feb 26 Jesus Teaches Free Spring COB Karen Ward 

Mar 5 Pray for Anything Lost Creek Menno Perry Munro 

Mar 12 Jesus Himself Lost Creek Presby Jodi Strawser 

Mar 19 Jesus’ Disciples Browns Methodist Doug Mellott 

Mar 26 Future Believers Pine Grove Methodist Terry Smith 

Apr 2 In the Garden Delaware Menno Chad Weaver 

Apr 7 Tenebrae Trinity Lutheran All 

All services begin at 7:00 pm 

Services will also be shared on Facebook Live 
www.facebook.com/McAlistervilleMin 

The Offering will be divided between 
Crossroads Pregnancy Center and 

Central World Kitchen 
 

Checks may be made out to:  McAlisterville Ministerium 

 
 

 
 


