
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Spring Fountain 
 

The water I give will become a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.  – John 4:14 

 

Free Spring Church of the Brethren 

 
 
 
 
 

Deacons Meeting 

Thursday, September 15 

7:00 pm 
 

 
Teacher Recognition 

Sunday, September 18 

 

 

Meals-On-Wheels Desserts 

Tuesday, September 20 
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All items for the October newsletter and calendar must be in the Free 
Spring Church office by Monday, September 19.  If we do not receive 
these items by then, we WILL NOT be able to put them in the newsletter. 

670 Free Spring Church Road 

Mifflintown, PA  17059 

(717) 463-3192 

FreeSpringCOB@yahoo.com 

Terry Smith, Pastor 

Charles Eldredge, Moderator 

Lona Henry, Church Secretary 

Office Hours: 

Thursdays 

10:00 am – 12:00 noon 

Sunday Services: 

Early Worship – 8:30 am 

Sunday School – 9:30 am 

Worship Service – 10:30 

am 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
     I just read a bumper sticker that was seen on the van 
of a church leader in Martin's Creek, Pennsylvania a few 
years ago:  IF YOU LOVE JESUS, TITHE!  ANYONE 
CAN HONK! 
 It has been a several decades since I had to get 

on my tiptoes to see our church envelope on top of the kitchen counter.  
On Sunday morning, it was always there waiting to be filled with a few 
meager but hard-earned dollars.  Every Sunday for fifty-two weeks out of 
the year, Hap Smith made sure that the church was going to receive our 
offering.  I don't know if it was the ten percent tithe, but I do know that there 
wasn't a lot of money to spend on anything but necessities. 
 Life was good with all "vacations" taking place between seven am and 
four pm on one day.  Farm living meant we were well-fed, well-sheltered, 
well-disciplined, and well-blessed.  The church was to be blessed in turn 
with our time and talent. 
 Some people have trouble with that concept and, even as their 
abundance increases, they have more difficulty parting with time, talent, 
and resources.  Reverend John L. Mand of Dryden, Michigan offered this 
story as an illustration: 
 "I want to tithe,” a man told his pastor.  "I want to give 10 percent of 
my income to my church.  When my income was $50 a week, I gave $5 to 
the church every Sunday.  When I was successful in business and my 
weekly income rose to $500 a week, I gave $50 to my church every 
Sunday.  But now my income has gone to $5,000 a week, and I just can't 
bring myself to give $500 to the church every week." 
 The pastor said, "Why don’t we pray over this?"  The pastor began to 
pray, "Dear God, please make this man's weekly income $500 a week so 
that he can tithe..." 
 May God bless your wallet or purse, and whatever that blessed 
amount may be, may you give generously so that others are blessed as 
well. 
 

  In Christ’s Love, 

  Pastor Terry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scriptures and Messages for September 

September 4 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 "Just Like the Clay and the Potter" 
 

September 11 
1 Timothy 1:12-17 "I Am Grateful to Christ Jesus" 
 

September 18 
Luke 16:1-13 "Will You Be Trusted?" 
 

September 25 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 "Loving a Good Thing Too Much"  
 
 
 

September Birthday of the Month 
 Our Birthday of the month for September is 
Matthew Wray, whose birthday is on September 1.  
Please remember him with your prayers and cards.  

 
 

Christian Education Commission 
     We finished up summer with a movie night on Saturday, 
August 21, watching Overcomer with 12 in attendance.  Now 
we transition into fall and Teacher Recognition on September 
18.  We'd like to thank the following Sunday School teachers 
for their service and dedication: 
 Junior/Senior High with Upper Elementary – Eric & Ginger 
Alexander and Wanda Smith 
 Explorers – Dee Bell, Karen Logan, and Mark Zeigler 
 Pairs & Spares Classes – Pastor Terry Smith 
 The Seekers Class – Ron Gordon, Rodney Pry, and Allen Zendt 
 Along the same lines, the Pennsylvania State Sunday School 
Convention will be November 5 at the Newville First Church of God in 
Newville, PA with the theme of "Laying a Foundation for Bible 
Engagement".  For more details, or if your interested in going, see Shari 
about the flyer – and the cost would be covered from Christian Ed's 
budget. 
 Also, watch the bulletins and next month's newsletter about details for 
our Fall Breakfast & Bible Study in October when we will conclude the 
Wiersbe Bible Study on the Minor Prophets.  Do not worry if you didn't start 
with us in the spring as the sessions are stand alone and anyone can jump 
in at any time.  Come on out and join us for good eats and fellowship! 
 
 ~ Dee Bell, Shari Book (Chair), Mary Zeigler, and Allen Zendt 

September Deacons of the Month: 

Allen & Ruth Zendt 



Free Spring Library News 

     The following are fiction books; some are part of a 
series. 
 
Natchez Park Trace Rangers Series by Patricia Bradley 

Deception – Ranger Madison Thorn is moving to the fraud 
and cyber division after being forced to kill an FBI agent gone rogue while 
working for the Investigative Services Branch.  She isn't thrilled when she 
learns she must work with her former childhood enemy, and now 
handsome park ranger, Clayton Bradshaw.  When a woman who looks 
just like Madison is attacked on the same night Madison's grandfather is 
shot, it becomes clear that there is something much bigger going on here 
and that Madison herself is in danger.  Madison and Clayton will have to 
work together and discover the truth before it's too late.  (This is the fourth 
book in the series; the other books are Standoff, Obsession, and 
Crosshairs.) 
 

Women of Justice Series by Lynette Eason 

A Killer Among Us – Kit Kenyon is a first-rate hostage negotiator.  Noah 
Lambert is a good detective with excellent instincts.  The new partners 
have hardly had time to get used to each other when they are thrown into 
a grisly murder case.  As evidence mounts up and more victims are found, 
Kit and Noah realize they are on the hunt for a serial killer.  The problem 
is, he's hunting one of them too.  (This is the third book in the series; the 
other books are Too Close to Home and Don't Look Back.) 
 

Extreme Measures Series by Lynette Eason 

Life Flight – EMS helicopter pilot Penny Carlton is used to high stress 
situations but being forced to land on a mountain in a raging storm with a 
critical patient – and a serial killer on the loose – tests her skills and her 
nerve to the limit.  She survives with FBI Special Agent Holt Satterfield's 
help.  But she's not out of the woods yet.  In the ensuing days, Penny finds 
herself under attack.  And when news reaches Holt that he may not have 
gotten his man after all, it will take all he and Penny have to catch a killer 
– before he catches one of them.  Bestselling and award-winning author 
Lynette Eason is back with another high-octane tale of close calls, narrow 
escapes, and the fight to bring a nefarious criminal to justice.  (This is the 
first book in the series.) 
 

Amish Mail-Order Bride Series by Kathleen Fuller 

Love in Plain Sight – After running away from her hometown, Katharine 
finds peace while working at Stoll's Inn and keeping to herself.  As long as 
her guard is up, she can protect herself and others from her past with the 

hope that one day her family will forgive her for leaving.  As Katharine and 
Ezra continue to cross paths, Katharine feels her defenses lower.  Just as 
they start to hope for the future, the past comes roaring back – not just for 
Katharine and Ezra, but for the entire community of Birch Creek.  (This is 
the third book in the series; the other books are Double Dose of Love and 
Matched and Married.) 
 

The Quantico Files Series by Nancy Mehl 

Dead Fall – When a renowned profiler is found dead in his hotel room and 
it becomes clear the killer is targeting agents in Alex Donovan's unit, she 
is called to work on the strangest case she's ever faced.  Things get 
personal when the brilliant killer strikes close to home and Alex will do 
anything to find the killer – even at the risk of her own life.  (This is the 
second book in the series; the first book is Night Fall.) 
 

The Fire in Ember by DiAnn Mills 

 John Timmons, a deputy marshal who cares for his mother and four 
younger brothers on their Colorado ranch, stops the hanging of Ember 
Farrar, a young girl accused of being a cattle thief after posing as a boy 
named Bert and trying to return a horse her brother stole.  But when Ember 
must decide between helping her brothers steal and putting the Timmons 
in danger, John feels betrayed and turns revengeful. 
 

Relative Justice by Robert Whitlow 

 When the family patriarch suffers a health scare, Washington DC 
attorney Kaitland and her husband move to Wilmington, North Carolina so 
she can practice with her brother-in-law.  They're pulled into a lawsuit 
concerning drug infringement against a chemist who has a gambling 
addiction – but there's more at stake than money.  Will they be able to hold 
the drug company accountable? 
 ~ Kathy Bowman, Librarian 
 

 
 
 
 

Nursing Home Services will be held as follows: 
   Brookline  Northridge 
      at 2:00 & 3:00 pm    at 2:00 pm 
 September 11 October 16 
 November 13      (have pianist and 

        speaker)   
 If you can help with any of these upcoming services at Brookline or 
North Ridge listed above, please let Sharon Ritzman know. 



Witness Commission 
September Meals-On-Wheels Delivery by: 

Fina Williams 
The Food Pantry donation table looked good in July and 

August!  Lots of bottles of laundry detergent will be a much-needed 
addition to the Pantry.  The items we collect are things that you don't eat, 
of course, but items that are very much needed in your household.  Last 
month you gave 57 boxes of tissues and several food items.  Thank you 
for your generous donations to this community outreach. 
 Candy-Making for Children's Aid Society will be here soon.  In a recent 
newsletter, they announced that they received a $2 million funding award 
from the State Redevelopment Program.  They are using the money to 
construct a new building, which will expand the work they do at the 
Lehman Center.  This center is a crisis nursery childcare and counseling 
center, which also includes child-centered creative art therapy, caregiver 
hotline, parent education, and support groups.  The new space will have a 
crisis nursery respite and third shift childcare, transitional day childcare, a 
sensory room, community educational and training spaces, kitchen, 
bathrooms, conference rooms, and staff office space.  They will hold their 
annual meeting at the Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren on 
September 17 at 11:00 am.  The meeting purpose will be for receiving the 
annual report, electing 3 directors, and acting on any other business as 
may come before the meeting.  This meeting is held in conjunction with 
the annual conference of the Church of the Brethren of the Southern 
District. 
 We received a thank you note from Danny Reed of the Central Pa 
Youth Ministries, thanking us for the donation to help support local teens 
attend summer camp in June.  Multiple students made decisions to follow 
Christ and four were baptized.  Praise the Lord! 
 Carlisle Truck Stop Ministry will hold their Fall Fundraising Banquet at 
New Fairview Church of the Brethren on Saturday, October 1.  Doors open 
at 4:30 pm and dinner is at 5:30 pm.  Brothers in Grace will be the 
entertainment.  For tickets, call Marilyn Weaver at 717-463-9259 by 
September 17.  Cost is $17.00. 
 Thank you for your donations for School Kits.  We are working to 
complete the Kits and will post the total number in the next newsletter. 
  
  ~ Jen Sparks, Warren Wagner, Becca Walters, and Dina Zug (Chair) 
 
 
 

Free Spring Church's Website 
     Check out our website for bulletins, newsletters, 
photos from various activities, the history of our church, 
forms for updating your Directory information, and so 
much more at https://cob-net.org/church/freespring/ 
     (Click on the "Updates To Our Site" link under MENU 
to see what has been updated and when!) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Pictured above is Evelyn Benner and Bev Oberlin 

husking corn at North Ridge for the residents to enjoy. 
 

 

Nurture Commission News 
     Our Birthday person for the Month of September is 
Matthew Wray.  His Birthday is on September 1.  Please 
remember him with your wishes, cards, and prayers. 
 Greeters for the first service for the Month of 
September are Fina and Karen Williams.  Second service are Allen and 
Ruth Zendt.  Worship Leader for the second worship service is Allen Zendt 
and Deacons are Allen and Ruth Zendt. 
 September 4 – Give Me Five! Sunday 
 Sunday, October 9 – Jeremy Goodling will be our musical guest.  The 

service will start at 10:00. 

 Sunday, October 30 – is our Meet-in-the-Middle Sunday; we will have 
guest speakers from Shoes-for-Souls 
 
   ~ Jessica Eby, Ron Gordon, David Moist (Chair), and Art Zug 

 
 

     Come on out to the River Church in Mifflintown on 
Wednesday, September  21 at 6:30 pm to learn how a 
simple shoebox gift impacted the life of a young girl. 
     We are also looking for anyone interested in traveling 
to the Processing Center in Baltimore on Tuesday, 

November 29 to help with the shoeboxes collected.  The group will be 
traveling via charter bus, leaving Lewistown at 6:00 am with an additional 
stop in Mifflintown.  The shift is from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm with stops for 
breakfast and supper.  Cost is $33.  Mark your calendars! 



Please remember our shut-ins with your prayers and 
cards. 
 Evelyn Benner Wayne & Dot Benson 
 North Ridge Center 389 Raccoon Valley Road 
 99 North Ridge Drive, Rm 12 Millerstown, PA  17062 
 McAlisterville, PA  17049 (717) 589-3419 
  
 Ray & Bev Oberlin Melda Ritchie 
 North Ridge Center 3761 Mountain Road 
 Personal Care, Rm 5 McAlisterville, PA  17049 
 99 North Ridge Drive  
 McAlisterville, PA 17049 Denton Ritzman 
 (717) 463-2249 North Ridge Center 
 (717) 994-8807 (Bev's cell) Personal Care, Rm 17 
  99 North Ridge Drive 
  McAlisterville, PA  17049 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Disaster Relief Auction 

Theme Baskets 
     Please consider making a Theme Basket for the 
Disaster Relief Auction.  Copies of registration forms are 
on the table in the narthex and/or donations may also be 
made online at www.brethrendisasterreliefauction.org 
under “Committees”. 
 There are several from Free Spring who will be able to transport 
baskets to the Auction.  Why not fill a laundry basket with party supplies 
or games.  A small tote could hold kitchen supplies or toys for either a girl 
or  boy.  A sports-themed basket is always a hit. 
 Theme Basket registration forms are due by Friday, September 9 so 
it can appear in the sale book.  Registration forms may be e-mailed to 
jwdmcrater@outlook.com or by mail to Dory Crater, 310 Ironmine Road, 
Middletown, PA  17057.  Or call Dory at (717) 944-1271 with any questions 
you may have. 
 Consider visiting the Auction at the Lebanon Expo Center on Friday, 
September 23 or Saturday, September 24.  They have great food!!!!  
Brochures for the Brethren Disaster Relief Auction have been placed on 
the table in the narthex. 

Live Benefit Auction 

(Let’s Try This Again!) 

 As you know, our auction was postponed 
due to snow in March.  So...let’s try again!  We at Hope’s Haven Camp 
would like to invite you out to our Annual Benefit Live Auction happening 
September 10 at 10:00 am.  We will still have our auction at Reigles Bible 
Fellowship, which is right across from ThermoFisher.  There will still be hot 
breakfast and lunch items and there will still be so many amazing items to 
bid on.  Basically, this is our same, great auction with a brand-new date. 
 First of all, we need you to come to the auction!  Bring your family, your 
friends, and your neighbors.  We have amazing items that will make your 
money jump right out of your wallet. 
 Next, we need prayers.  We know that the Lord is going to provide for 
our camp.  We pray to Him often that He blesses the camp and allows us 
to do great things for Him.  Please join us in this prayer! 
 Third, we do need help the day of the auction.  We will need people to 
work shifts in the kitchen (set up, cooking, clean up) and we will need 
people to walk the auction items so that everyone knows what they are 
bidding on.  Please respond to this email or reach out to me personally via 
call/text. 
 Finally, we are in need of some more donations. If you are looking to 
donate, we have plenty of baskets but are in need of gift cards.  If you feel 
led to donate, please respond to this email or reach out to me personally 
via call/text. 
 Thank you for all that you do for our camp. From prayers, to 
advertisement, to financial giving, to volunteering time, we know all that 
you do for Hope’s Haven Camp. We thank you again. 

Alexis Ketner, Fundraising, (570) 898-3773 
fundraising@hopeshavencamp.org 

 
 

 

Sunday School Classes 
     The Seekers Class, which meets in the upstairs adult 
classroom, began studying Revelation Chapter 3 in August.  
We study one chapter per week.  Come learn about this 

interesting victory chapter!  You are welcome to join us.  You will learn a 
lot!  Teachers will be Ron Gordon, Rodney Pry, and Allen Zendt. 
 The Sunday school class which meets in the fellowship hall is doing a 
four-part Bible Study called "Did You Pray Today?".  It was authored by 
Rodney Pry and has been distributed through the PA State Sunday School 
Association.  Lesson One: Pray More; Lesson Two: Pray Better; Lesson 
Three: Pray With Expectation; and, Lesson Four: Listen As You Pray.  The 
study is being led by Dee Bell.  Please join us to look at one of the most 
powerful forces available to every Christian...Prayer! 

mailto:fundraising@hopeshavencamp.org

