

















2011 OMA Staff & Volunteer Awards & Environmental Grants Awarded:

The 2011 OMA Staff and Volunteer Awards were a highlight of the annual OMA Luncheon at Annual Conference in
Grand Rapids, Michigan on July 4.

The 2011 OMA Staff of the Year Award was presented to Barry LeNoir, Director of Camp Bethel (Virlina).
The 2011 OMA Volunteer of the Year Award was presented to Steve Frazier of Camp Mardela (Mid-Atlantic).

*Forms for 2012 Volunteer & Staff Award Nominations AND 2012 Environmental Grants are posted at
www.campbethelvirginia.org/OMA.htm OR contact chiefgieta@gmail.com.
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2010 Annual Conference Moderator and Virlina District Walt Wiltschek (left) presents the 2011 OMA 2011 OMA Volunteer of the Year,
Executive, David Shumate (left) presents the 2011 Volunteer of the Year Award to Steve Frazier. Steve Frazier, shown volunteer-
OMA Staff of the Year Award to Barry LeNoir (right) Steve’s friend from Camp Mardela, Laura Swan ing at Camp Mardela.
Director of Camp Bethel since 2002. (right) accepts on Steve’s behalf.

MSS: the Ministry That Gives Back

Ministry Summer Service is a program to promote leadership development. This 10 week opportunity is available to college stu-
dents in the Church of the Brethren. Student interns have the opportunity to work in local congregations, district offices, camps or
national programs.

For the past two summers Camp Mardela, located on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, has been the home of an MSS Intern. Mardela
Directore, Gieta Gresh, served as a mentor to each student. During their time at camp the students served in all areas of the
camping program. This was an intentional move to help the students appreciate the varied portions of the outdoor ministry setting.

In each case the interns expressed their reflections about all of the varied activities that meld together to produce a week long sum-
mer camp. By mirroring a camp administrator the interns were able to experience the breadth of the ministry setting.

In return, Camp Mardela gained, in each case, a staff member who had true interest in ministry. Each intern came to the ministry
site prepared to explore their call in ministry. The beauty of the MSS program is the opportunity for the intern to explore their call
and the opportunity for the site (and the mentor) to continue ministry: one young adult at a time.

For more information about the MSS program check it out at: http://www.brethren.org/yya/mss/

2011 Environmental Grant: Camp Blue Diamond’s Composting System

Camp Blue Diamond received a $250 OMA Environmental Grant toward the purchase of two new food scrap
composters. In 2010 CBD purchased a 90 gallon composter they used to turn food scraps into soil. Fruit and
vegetable scraps from meals were saved by the campers. These were mixed with dry leaves, a little soil and a

little water. The composter sits on a platform which allows the drum containing the materials to be turned e
and mixed. By August the materials collected in April and May had been transformed into soil ready for the
garden. The composter was only big enough for spring outdoor school (7 weeks), so camp decided to pur-
chase two more: one for summer camp, and one for fall outdoor school. Brian Bert, CBD's Program Director, |
experimented by putting one of the new biodegradable Sun Chip bags into the composter. After three months

the bag had not noticeably decomposed. We should have left the bag in for longer, but Dean
was disgusted with the result and threw it into the dumpster. The cost of the composters i
were about $190 each, they were bought from www.hayneedle.com.

Photo at right: Jerri Heiser-Wenger adding banana peels from breakfast to the composter.
Way to go, Jerri!
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e g g *Applications for 2012 Environmental Grants for camps AND congregations are posted at
"“% www.campbethelvirginia.org/OMA.htm OR contact chiefgieta@gmail.com.
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Becker Recovery at Camp Mack

by Rex Miller, Camp Mack Executive Director

Life at Camp Mack is beginning to return to normal following the devas-
tating fire that destroyed Becker Lodge on July 11, 2010.

I'm honored to share how our staff and volunteers arose to immediate

action: the fire started in the wee hours of the morning, and by 4:00pm
that afternoon we were welcoming the next group of summer campers. Due to
everyone’s spirit, energy and faith, we never missed a beat!

What's new? As you enter the camp, you'll be greeted by the John Kline Wel-
come Center, the first of two new buildings that will replace the functions of
Becker Lodge. A spacious lobby greets you with a fireplace, seating area and
library. Just off the lobby are restrooms, a meeting room for up to 60 guests
and The Gift Shoppe. The new Welcome Center houses the Manly Deeter Office
Center, which houses the main camp offices and registration area, and the Kate g
Warstler Dining Center. The dining room can be divided to accommodate three
groups, and include buffet line, family style, and banquet style options. All
summer camp and retreat groups will use this new Dining Center, which pro-
vides a view of beautiful Lake Waubee. Guests can relax on the comfortable
deck as kids enjoy the nearby Arky Parky.

Camp is even more GREEN! The Welcome Center is a “green” building that
incorporates geothermal air conditioning/heating and energy efficient lighting,
and many of the building components are made from recycled materials. There
is also a green house planned where our kitchen and dining wastes will be com- (&&=
posted and recycled in worm bins: the compost will then be used to grow
herbs, vegetables and flowers for use at the camp.

What's next? Designs are being worked on for the new Becker Retreat Center
which will be built in the location of the Becker Lodge. This building will serve
guests in double occupancy rooms and will have conference and meeting rooms
for the groups using the site. It is hoped that this building will be available for
the 2012 season.

I invite each of you to visit the camp to see the changes and especially to regis-
ter for an event at Camp Mack in 2011. There are many options to choose
from and each has the possibility of making a difference in your life. Come get
the spirit and move ahead with Camp Mack!

www.campmack.org/page/96/Becker-Recovery-Update

FREE RESOURCES!

Outdoor Ministries Facility Administration Manual in CD format was produced by the Committee on Outdoor Ministries of the
National Council of Churches in 2004. This resource was designed to provide basic information for persons new in the industry as
well as new information for those who have been in the industry for a while. There are four major areas covered with many topics
under each of those areas: Mission, Governance, Daily Operations and Long Range Planning. Funded through the Four Horseman
Endowment Fund that is designed to support leadership development in Outdoor Ministries, this manual is FREE to OMA and CoB
Camps! Contact Rex Miller at rex@campmack.org.

The Camp & Retreat Leaders’ Network (aka, the CRLN): This e-mail network is organized by Kevin Witt, the camp/conference
staff person for the United Methodist Church AND the Religiously Affiliated Camps coordinator for the American Camp Association.
All denominations and camps may participate. To sign-up, visit www.gbod.org/camping/ and find the link for the “Camp/
Retreat Leader E-mail Network.”

Videos of songs with motions, camp craft & more at the GreenGhoulie YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/user/greenghoulie
And... they have a camp song blog as well: http://campsongs.blogspot.com/

RAC Newsletter (Religiously Affiliated Camps of the ACA): www.acacamps.org/rac/newsletter

UPCOMING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES:

Presbyterian (PCCCA) Annual Conf., Oct. 23-28, 2011, Mo-Ranch Assembly, Hunt, TX, www.pccca.net

ACA Virginias Fall Workshop, Oct 26, 2011, Camp Horizons, Harrisonburg, VA, www.acavirginiascamps.org

OMA 2011 Annual Retreat, Nov 13-17, 2011, Inspiration Hills, Burbank, OH. Register by Nov 5. www.inspirationhillscamp.org.

VA Ecumenical Camp & Retreat Leaders Gathering, Nov 29-Dec 1, 2011, Camp Occohannock, Belle Haven, VA, www.ootbay.org
CCCA Nat'l Conf, Dec 5-8, 2011, Ridgecrest, Asheville, NC, www.ccca.org/public events/2011/2011_CCCA_National_Conference.html
ACA Virginias Winter Conf, Jan 11, 2012, Great Wolf Lodge, Williamsburg, VA, www.acavirginiascamps.org

Episcopal Camps Annual Conf., Jan 22-27, 2012, Camp McDowell, Nauvoo, Alabama, www.episcopalccc.org

2012 ACA Nat’l Conference, February 21-24, 2012, Hyatt Regency Atlanta, Georgia: www.acacamps.org/conference

Mennonite Camping Assoc. Bi-Nat'l Conf., Mar 19-22, 2012, Williamsburg Retreat Center, Toano, VA, www.mennonitecamping.org
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Jen's Granola Bars (adapted from a recipe on allrecipes.com) Jen serves on OMA in a volunteer role.

2 cups rolled oats; 3/4 cup brown sugar; 1/2 cup wheat germ; 1/2 t ground cinnamon; 1 cup all-purpose flour
3/4 cup dried fruit (your choice); 3/4 t salt; 1/2 cup vegetable oil; 1/2 cup honey; 1 egg, beaten; 1 t vanilla

1.Preheat the oven to 350. Generously grease a 9"x12" baking pan.

2.In a large bowl, mix together the oats, brown sugar, wheat germ, cinnamon, flour, dried fruit & salt. Make a well
inthe center and pour in the oil, honey, egg, and vanilla. Mix well. Pat the mixture evenly into the prepared pan. (If
you like your granola bars thick and chewy, you don't need to spread them over the entire pan, just spread them
out as thick or thin as you like and make a straight edge where the mixture stops.)

3.Bake for 20 to 25 minutes in the preheated oven, until the bars begin to turn golden at the edges.

4. Cut the bars while still warm, but let cool completely before removing from pan.

® Souwnds of the Mountains

story § music festival ,
at Camp Bethel April 20-21, 2012

Michael Reno Harrell Wayne Henderson Bil Lepp Bobby Norfolk Kim Weitkamp
www.SoundsoftheMountains.org
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Outdoor Ministries Association
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