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“Continuing the work of Jesus Christ by inviting people to… 
discover…grow…share…live…God’s Word…God’s Love…God’s Grace.” 

Read Luke 4:40-41 

Wonder Working Power 

 

“As the sun was setting all those who had any who were sick with various kinds  

of diseases brought them to him; and he laid his hands on them, and cured them.” 

Luke 4:40 

 

 A skeptic approached a woman who was a devout teetotaler.  He asked her, “Ma’am, do you believe 

every word of the Bible is true?”  “Yes, sir!” she replied.  “Even the miracles?” he asked.  “Yes, I do,” she said, 

“I believe in miracles.”  With a wink, the skeptic said, “So you believe Jesus turned all that water into wine?”  

The woman had to think a moment.  Then she answered, “Yes, but I guess I’d have a lot more respect for him if 

he hadn’t done it.”  

 Do you believe in miracles?  The first followers of Jesus obviously did.  Each of the gospels contains 

several stories about Jesus’ wonder working power.  The vast majority of Jesus’ miracles were healings 

(including resuscitations) or exorcisms.  The remainder are sometimes called “nature miracles,” a category that 

includes such feats as walking on water, multiplying loaves, stilling storms and changing water into wine. 

 We moderns are sometimes a bit embarrassed by the abundance of miracles in the stories of Jesus.  

Miracles don’t mix well with our post-Enlightenment, scientific notions of how the world works.  Many biblical 

scholars of the past century spent a great deal of mental energy trying to come up with naturalistic explanations 

for what the text describes as miraculous.  In essence, they tried to explain the miracles by explaining them 

away.  Their goal was to explain what really happened.  This kind of scholarship contributed to a lot of tedious 

Sunday School lessons and sermons.   

 A better approach, I think, is to accept that we can’t know what really happened, because we can’t go 

back in time with all our modern scientific tools and try to figure it out.  What we can do is take a serious look 

at the stories the Bible tells us and try to understand the miracles as part of the gospel as a whole.  Rather than 

ask, “What really happened?’ we should ask, “What is this story of a particular miracle trying to tell us about 

Jesus?” 

 That will be my approach in the upcoming sermon series entitled, “The Miracles of Jesus,” which begins 

September 5
th

 and will continue through October.  Each week, we will look at a miracle story and try to 

understand what it can tell us about Jesus, his mission and his message.  We will learn how the miracles Jesus 

performed often created opportunities for him to teach important lessons.  We will examine some occasions 

when Jesus refused requests to perform particular miracles.  We will see that Jesus himself seemed to be 

ambivalent about miracles and the effects they sometimes had on people.   

 The goal of the series is not to convince anyone to believe in miracles.  The goal is to help us all 

understand better what it means to believe in Jesus.  I’m looking forward to it.  I hope you are, too. 

 

Peace, 

 

 

Pastor Jim 
  



  

September 2010 Texts, Titles and Themes 

 
September 5 

“A Sign of the Times” 

John 2:1-11 

When Jesus turns water to wine, it’s not a miracle – 

it’s a sign.  Where does it point?  Toward the new 

thing God is doing through Jesus Christ. 

 

September 12 

“Leftovers” 

Mark 6:30-44 

Most people either love leftovers or loathe them.  

We don’t know how the disciples felt about 

leftovers, but we do know they gathered twelve 

baskets full.  When God provides there is more than 

enough. 

 

September 19 

“Outcast” 

Mark 5:25-34 

The hemorrhage suffered by the woman who sought 

healing not only sapped her strength – it also made 

her an outcast.  When she was healed, it wasn’t just 

her body that was made whole.  

 

September 26 

“Bartimaeus” 

Mark 10:46-52 

Bartimaeus is remembered for his boldness.  He 

may have had “bad” manners, but he had great 

faith. 

 

 

Church Picnic 
Come one, come all!  It’s 

that time again - time to get 

together for an afternoon of 

fun, food and fellowship!  

Join us for the Annual 

Church Picnic on Sunday,  

September 12, 2010 at the 

Johnsville Ruritan Grounds.  Lunch will be served 

at 12:15 p.m.  Fried chicken, hot dogs, place 

settings and drinks will be provided.  Bring a dish to 

share.  Games will be available.  Group singing.  

Come and enjoy! 

 

 

September Calendar 
 1 6:30-8:30 pm Preschool Open House 

 2 6:30 pm Exercise Time 

 7 6:30 pm Exercise Time 

 9 12:00 noon M & M Meeting 

 9 6:30 pm Exercise Time 

12 12:15pm Church Picnic 

13 7:00 pm Quilting  

14 6:30 pm Exercise Time 

 7:30 pm Deacon’s Meeting 

16 6:30 pm Exercise Time 

20 7:00 pm Quilting 

21 6:00 pm Faith Weaver Friends 

6:30 pm Exercise Time 

22 7:15 pm Leadership Team 

23 6:30 pm Exercise Time 

27 7:00 pm Quilting 

28 6:00 pm Faith Weaver Friends 

6:30 pm Exercise Time 

30 6:30 pm Exercise Time 

 

 

2010 Joanne Grossnickle Scholarship 

Recipients 

The Union Bridge Church of the Brethren awarded 

8 scholarships on August 1, 2010.  Recipients were: 

Sadie Bertier 

Kevin Robert Britt  

Drew Cashman, Jr. 

Allen Etzler, III 

Allyson Lethbridge 

Brittany Lethbridge 

Lindsay Schaub 

Scott Yingling 

 

 

High School Youth Activities 
Sept 10-12 District Beach Retreat,  

  Cape Henlopen, DE 

Sept 19  2010-11 re-organization 

Oct 8-9  District Conference Lock-in, 

Manassas, VA 

November Uncle Ralph’s Cookie Sales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Contacts 
Church Office 

410-775-2717  unbrb@verizon.net 

Pastor James Benedict  

(H) 410-635-6684 benedictj@verizon.net 

Associate Pastor Rebecca House 

(H) 410-775-7261 housere@verizon.net 

Associate Pastor Ruth Aukerman 

(H) 410-775-2254 aukartist@verizon.net 
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M&M Meeting 
September 9, 2010, 12 noon  

The summer is quickly fleeting and September 

brings the beginning of our fall schedule!  Among 

other things it means the first meeting of our 

M&M's since June, on Thursday, September 9 at 12 

noon.  Nancy  has our lunch menu planned, which is 

always delicious, and then we will hear Sally Long 

from Carroll Community College share about 

"Folklore of the Eastern Shore."  We have a great 

nucleus of adults fifty and above who are a part of 

the group but we would welcome others to join us!  

Can you become a part of strengthening this 

fellowship and ministry in our church family?  We 

ask that you sign-up on the yellow ledger in the 

church office or call the church at 410-775-2717 so 

we know how many places to set and how much 

food to prepare!  Thanks and hope to see you on the 

9th at noon! 

 

 

Sunday School Classes   

Fall 2010 
The fall Quarter begins September 5 

Please join us!  All classes begin at 

9:20am.  Everyone is welcome! 

                                                          

                   

K - 3                Michelle M.                  Pre-School  2 

 Gather Round- God and the First Families 

             

 4 - 8                 Pastor Ruth                         Room 32 

             Gather Round- Becoming People of God 

 

 9 - 12             Pastor Rebecca              Shiloh Room 

                       Sex and Dating 

 

 Disciples        Pastor Jim                  Bethany Room  

                 How the Bible Came to Be 

 

Sojourners    Gary W.,  Frederick CoB   

                       The Book of Daniel             Room 33 

 

Bible Class        Gene S.                   Quilting Room 

                      The Inescapable God                   

 

 

 

 

Faith Weaver Friends   
Children in Grades K – 6 

are invited to join us 

Tuesday, September 21 at 

6:00 p.m. for the beginning 

of our 9
th

 year.  Brochures 

are available in the narthex.  Registration by Sept 15 

would be appreciated.  The format remain the same 

with a Bible Story to open the evening followed by 

music or craft, games, snack, and journal time 

ending at 7:30 p.m. each evening.  This ministry is 

free for children.  Invite a neighbor!  Invite a friend! 

 

 

Thursday Morning (1st 

and 3rd) Study Group 

This group will have their first 

study time on Thursday, October 

7 at 9:30 a.m in the quilting 

room.  The decision was made 

last year to use "The Purpose 

Driven Life" by Rick Warren for our study.  The 

book is written as a 40-day spiritual journey which 

we will likely spread over a period of eight months.  

We will take time to explore the many scripture 

passages included in the book and ponder and 

discuss the questions that are posed. 

 

New persons are welcome to join those who have 

already been a part of this group, so come, 

beginning with coffee/tea and light fare at 9:30 a.m. 

on October 7 and explore the possibilities the book 

offers! 
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Pastor James Benedict  
benedictj@verizon.net 
Associate Pastor Rebecca House 
 housere@verizon.net 
Associate Pastor Ruth Aukerman 
aukartist@verizon.net 
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