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A Message from our District Moderator

“See, I am making all things NEW"

In the spirit of Paul, may grace and peace be with all the churches of the Southern Pa.
District, through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! I would like to share a few Scrip-
tures with you:

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah
43:19a; N1V, 2011)

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is here!” (Il Corinthians 5:17; NIV, 2011)

“And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things new.””
(Revelation 21:5a; NRSV)

There is a common thread that runs through these verses and many others like them
in the Bible. In the past, present and future, we have a God who creates and recreates,
so that his will might be done in the lives of his people.

My theme for this year’s District Conference is “SEE, I AM MAKING ALL THINGS NEW,”
based on Revelation 21:5a. Many of us would like to go back in time, before Covid
and before some of our churches left the denomination. But, of course, we can't do
that. And we shouldn’t keep dwelling on the past, we have to move forward. We don't
know what the future holds for our District, or for the COB as a whole. But right now,
we are here and God is working in our midst today and he will continue to do so to-
morrow!

So, Iinvite us to look around and “see” what the Lord is doing in our District! At Dis-
trict Conference, I want to take some time to celebrate the good things that are hap-
pening in our churches! Let me know if your church has a story that could be shared
when we gather together in September.

I covet your prayers for myself and our District leadership as we make our way
through 2024, and plan for District Conference.

John F. Hess, District Moderator
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As your Interim District Executive, I want to take this opportunity to welcome
Linette Quinn, from the Newville area. Linette has begun her 60 day trial employ-
ment in mid February, to serve as Administrative Assistant to the District Execu-
tive. Both [, Georgia, and the District Executive Committee look forward to a

positive trial period, as we move forward with the ministries of Southern Pa Dis-
trict .

Concerning office hours for the District Office: we continue to work on an un-
structured time frame as both Interim DE and Administrative Assistant work on a
part time basis along with personal schedules. Generally there is someone in
the office from 11:00 a.m. thru 5:00 p.m.; however, if you need to stop at the Dis-
trict Office, please call ahead to insure staff is available to greet and help you.
Thanks for your understanding in this interim time.

Georgia Markey, Interim District Executive

Thisisa story shared @ one of our District Pastors and it seems most approforiate for allin our
Churches— Your interim OF ~Gemﬂia

The death of President Franklin Roosevelf aém/;@ thrust ?/amﬂy Truman into the ﬁreyif/ency, He traveled fo
Capifo/ Hill to address Congress, and, at the end of his Jpeecﬁ he said, "As 9 have assumed my ﬁmuy duties, 9 ﬁumé@
fray ?(/m@ﬁ@ God. in the words 0][ 7<inﬂ Solomon:: " Give me, f@ servant, an Mm/em'famﬁ@ heart fojw@e f@ freo-
p/e, that 9 may discern between joap/ and bad, for who is able fojw@e 50 great 4 /4'60/1/6 as your own?"

That's nofjw‘f a prayer for @'nﬂf like Solomon or /)reyi/enﬁ' like Truman, 9's a fraver each of us can make as our
own, James 1:5 tells us to ask God' ﬁw wisdom, We're ﬁw‘nj n ﬁ/ﬂyj’ that call ﬁw im@ﬁf—ﬁw much wisdom and dis-
cernment— because the lines between ﬂoa;/ and evil are ﬁeaui@ blurved @ our culture am/yociefy,

As we pmw‘/e /em/emﬁip in our Churches and’ infemwirig/e with one another, with yeeminﬂ@ endless indications that

wWe are 70{1’0@/7 appmﬂcﬁi@ the end times, let us learn to ask God for constant discernment and’ wixg]w\/gemenf and
treat one another with /mfience and love,
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SOPA District Office is open
Mondays through Friday
from 11:00 AM—5:00 PM
Office Phone: (717) 778-2264
Email: sopadistrict@brethren.org
Georgia Markey, Interim District Executive

Email: gmarkey@brethren.org
Cell: (717) 887-3905
IDE Office (717) 778-2254

sopaDistrict@brethren.org
Address: SOPA District COB
3375 Carlisle Rd, Suite A
Gardners, PA 17324

These congregations are currently looking for pastoral or additional staff

Search Process

Gettysburg COB - Sr. Pastor (currently Utilizing Pulpit Fill)
Mechanicsburg COB - Sr. Pastor (currently being served by Interim Pastor, James Benedict)
Waynesboro COB— Sr. Pastor (currently being served by Interim
Pastor, Andrew Paterno)
York Second COB—Pastor (currently being served by Lay Minister)

Pastoral Placement within Southern PA District

West York COB Interim Pastor Richard Godfrey to serve as their Part Time In Place Pastor effec-
tive 01/14/2024

Chambersburg COB called Mark Baliles as Senior Pastor (joining Liz Thorpe, who currently
serves as Pastor of Music and Spiritual Formation)

A SPECIAL WELCOME to Richard, Mark, and Liz to these Positions!

2024 District Directory UPDATE

The District Directory is in the process of being updated for 2024. With the past changing staff in the District Office and our
attempt to obtain updated data from congregations, agencies and other sources, we are diligently working to compile data for
the directory. Please bear with us as we attempt to obtain correct data and get the 2024 District Directory completed.
Churches are encouraged to get their information forms back to us ASAP. Thank you! ~ Georgia
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Attention Church Treasurers and Board Chairs

Just in case you missed the 2024 Mileage Rate, the IRS has boosted the standard mileage rate by
1.5 cents per mile.

Business standard rate is now 67 cents per mile

Ministerial moving expenses and Medical rate is now 21 cents per mile

Southern PA District Congregations

District Women’s Camp, June 3-4, 2024, Camp Eder. Guest Speaker—Gretchen Sortzi, “Finding
the Light”

Each of the Churches are encouraged to contribute a quilt block to the 2024 Annual Confer-
ence Quilts. See the attached flyer regarding this opportunity.

MEAT CANNING 2024
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

THE MEAT CANNING PROJECT IS STILL IN NEED OF VOLUNTEERS FOR THE FIRST SHIFTS (7:15 AM TO NOON)
ON THE FOLLOWING DATES:

WEDNESDAY, APRIL, 3
THURSDAY, APRIL 4
Please contact the district office if your congregation is willing to volunteer.

Meat canning takes place at Christian Aid Ministries in Ephrata, Pa.

2024 Disaster Relief Auction Report
Tom Fritz, Chair

The 46th Brethren Disaster Relief Auction was held on September 22 & 23, 2023, at the Lebanon Expo Cen-
ter.

Some of the significant income was generated by, Food Sales-$33,942, Heifer Auction-$76,247, Theme Bas-
kets-$14,755, Quilts-$31,945, Coin Auction-$9,270, General Auction-$30,355. Overall gross proceeds were
approximately $416,367, (including estate bequests), leaving $405,000 for distribution.

Distributions made: $385,000 to Brethren Disaster Ministries and $20,000 to ANE for Disaster Relief Trips.
As always, we appreciate all the support we receive from the Churches in the Atlantic Northeast and South-
ern PA Districts and our many other supporters that have made the Brethren Disaster Relief Auction a suc-
cess for 46 years. We are an all-volunteer auction and any help you can provide to set-up the auction and
to help on the auction days is welcome. Please visit www.BrethrenAuction.org for additional information
and to donate or volunteer. Our next auction is September 27 & 28, 2024, Lebanon Expo Center.
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HOLD IN PRAYER

Deepest sympathy to the family of Harold S. Martin. Brother Harold passed away January 5, 2024
at the Lincoln Christian Home, Ephrata. At the age of twelve, Harold accepted Christ as his Savior
and was later called to be a minister of the gospel, serving at the Pleasant Hill Church of the
Brethren for sixty-two years. Harold conducted Bible teaching sessions and revival meeting in
several hundred congregations located in forty-three states, and numerous foreign countries.
Harold and his wife Priscilla were married for nearly seventy years when she passed away in June,
2020. Funeral services for Harold were held January 13, 2024 at the White Oak Church, 1211
North Penryn Road, Manheim, Pa.

Deepest sympathy extended to the family of Dennis C. Winand, Jr., of the District's Upper
Conewago Church of Brethren. Brother Denny passed away January 11, 2024. He was the co-
owner of Winand Trucking and for many years assisted SOPA District in transporting the District's
portion of canned chicken to SOPA District for distribution. He also made donations of canned
chicken to Flame Ministries, Haiti, for which he supported personally. Funeral services were held
January 16, 2024 at Upper Conewago Brethren Church.

Deepest sympathy to the family of Belita Mitchell, retired pastor and the denomination’s first
Black female moderator, passed away on Saturday, February 10, 2024, at her home in Mechan-
icsburg, Pennsylvania.

The first African-American woman to be ordained in the Church of the Brethren, Sister Belita
was called as the 2007 Annual Conference Moderator. She served as pastor to Church of the
Brethren congregations at Imperial Heights (Calif.) and Harrisburg First (Pa.). Along with her hus-
band, Don, she was recognized in 2017 by the denomination’s Intercultural Ministries as a signif-
icant leader in efforts to make the Church of the Brethren an intercultural church, and in 2022
she was the preacher for the final worship service at Annual Conference in Omaha and also was
a past guest speaker at So PA District’s District Conference.

~Continue to uplift Pastor Bob Krouse (Hanover COB) in prayer as he continues his battle with cancer.

~Be in prayer for Pastor Mark Bowyer, Hanover COB, as he continues to be tested for health issues.

Let us be in prayer for all our Church Pastor’s, Minister’s, and their families. We ap-
preciate all you do for our District, Churches, and Congregations.
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Church Happenings around Our District

The first Brethren baptisms in America were held on Christmas Day
1723 in the Wissahickon Creek in Philadelphia. On the 300th anniver-
sary of that event, the West Shore Church of the Brethren held a
baptism in the Conodoguinet Creek in Silver Spring Township, Cum-
berland County, Pennsylvania.

Miller Masson, a college senior and a new believer, was baptized by
Pastor Keith Nonemaker. Pastor Beth Nonemaker led the ser-

vice. God granted a balmy 53 degree day, although the water was
considerably colder. About 25 people attended, including Miller’s
family and friends. Nine members of West Shore Church were present
to welcome Brother Miller into membership.

Lease Garden Space at The Brethren Community Garden

Gettysburg Church of the Brethren, 1710 Biglerville Road, Gettysburg, Pa 17325, has garden plots
available for lease. Garden plots are 20" x 20" and lease for $30 each. The plots are available April
1, 2024—March 31, 2025. Contact info@gettysburgcob.org or call 717-334-5066.

Cross Keys Village  Senior Living With A Purpose

Cross Keys Village is offering GriefShare to neighbors of the greater community on Mondays,
February 29—June 6, 1:00—2:30 in Nicarry Meeting house.

GriefShare is a worldwide network of Churches equipped to offer grief support groups.

Pastor Linda Titzell leads the nondenominational program which features biblical concepts for
healing.
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UP-COMING EVENTS

MARCH

Tuesday, March 19, 2024 District Programs and Arrangements Committee, 7:00 PM ZOOM
Meeting

Saturday, March 23, 2024, District Board Meeting
Gathering, 8:30 AM, Danish/Beverage, = 9:00 AM Meeting begins
Knobsville COB 221 Knobsville Road, Hustontown, PA

Tuesday, March 26, 2024 District Nominating and Personnel Committee, 7:00 PM Zoom Meet-
ing
Thursday, March 28, 2024 District Ministry Commission 6:30 PM Carlisle COB

Friday, March 29, 2024 Good Friday—Office Closed
Sunday, March 31, 2024 Easter Sunday

APRIL
Monday, April 1-4, 2024 - District Meat Canning Project at Christian Aid Ministries
Tuesday, April 2, 2024, District Stewards Commission ZOOM Meeting 6:30 PM

Tuesday, April 2, 2024, Central Zone Pastor’'s Meeting at Carlisle COB
9:00 - 10:30 AM

Thursday, April 4, 2024, District Witness Commission ZOOM Meeting 6:30 PM
Thursday, April 4, 2024 Eastern Zone Pastor’'s Meeting at TBD 2:00 Noon

Saturday, April 6, 2024 District Men's Outdoorsman Day, Camp Eder, 8:30 AM—3:00 PM
Tuesday, April 9, 2024, District Nurture Commission ZOOM Meeting 6:30 PM

Monday, April 15, 2024, District Church Development & Revitalization Commission ZOOM
Meeting—6:30 PM

Monday, April 15, 2024 RENDER UNTO CAESAR Day

Thursday, April 18, 2024 District Executive Committee Meeting, Carlisle COB - 6:30 PM
Saturday, April 20, 2024 District Women'’s Spring Luncheon, West Shore COB—9:00 AM
Thursday, April 25, 2024, District Ministry Commission Meeting, Carlisle COB—

6:30 PM
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Up-Coming Events Continued

MAY
Friday, May 10, 2024 Camp Eder Golf Outing (see attached flyer)

Saturday, May 18, 2024 District Board Meeting, Gathering, 8:30 AM, Danish/Beverage, 9:00 AM,
Meeting begins, Buffalo Valley COB, 46 Brethren Church Rd, Mifflinburg, Pa 17844

Thursday, May 23, 2024 District Ministry Commission, TBD, 6:30 PM
Friday/Sunday, May 24-26, 2024 Young Adult Conference, Shephard'’s Spring, MD
Monday, May 27, 2024 Memorial Day—District Office Closed

JUNE
Monday/Tuesday, June 3-4, 2024 , District Women's Camp, Camp Eder
Tuesday, June 4, 2024 District Stewards Commission Meeting, Zoom Meeting, 6:30 PM
Thursday, June 6, 2024 District Witness Commission Meeting, Zoom Meeting, 6:30 PM
Sunday, June 9, 2024 District Prayer & Praise Gathering, 6:00 PM, Carlisle COB
Tuesday, June 11, 2024 District Nurture Commission, Zoom Meeting, 6:30 PM
Thursday, June 20, 2024 District Executive Committee Meeting, Carlisle COB 6:30 PM
Thursday, June 27, 2024 District Ministry Commission, TBD, 6:30 PM

| =————————— |

JULY

Wednesday/Sunday July 3-7, 2024 Annual Conference, DeVos Place Convention Center, Grand
Rapids, Michigan

Saturday, July 20, 2024 District Board Meeting, Gathering 8:30 AM, Danish/Beverage, 9:00 AM
Meeting begins, Codorus COB, 1129 Dunkard Valley Road, Dallastown, PA17313

Thursday, July 25, 2024 District Ministry Commission Meeting, TBD, 6:30 PM
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Chaplain in the Park Program

A Ministry Sponsored by the District's Nurture Commission, via the PA Council of Churches

The Local Chaplaincy Committee for the Gifford Pinchot State Park is pleased to announce the
hiring of Mr. Harry S. Davis as the Chaplain in the Park to serve at Gifford Pinchot for the 2024 Sum-
mer Camping Season.

Harry earned his B.A. Degree in Psychology from Millersville University and his M. A Counseling
Degree (Christian emphasis) from Liberty University. He ran Drug and Alcohol Treatment Programs
for 31 years and retired from the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections. He is currently em-
ployed as a Substitute Teacher in the Public School System. He has served as a Deacon, Elder, Bible
Study and Sunday School Teacher, Ministry leader of Celebrate Recovery, Board Member of a Chris-
tian School and as a Christian Author. Carla, his wife of 42 years is deceased. His son Benjamin
lives in Buffalo, NY and his daughter Bethany lives in Lewisberry, Pa. Harry moved to Lewisberry in
2022 from Milton, PA. He has enjoyed camping since his youth and currently still travels and camps
in his motor home with his dog, his grandson Sammy, other family members and friends. He has
filled in for his friend who is a “Chaplain in the Park” and he really enjoys ministering in a
campground setting.

The Chaplain in the Park Program started at Cowans Gap State Park in 1960, at the request of
the campers. It has expanded yearly to other state, federal, and private campgrounds, and contin-
ues to expand. Three new parks were added just in 2024! The program began at Gifford Pinchot
in 1969. A Worship Service is held each Sunday morning from Memorial Day through Labor Day
Weekends at 10 AM, in the Amphitheater in Loop B of the Campground.. A Community building
activity is held at 10 AM each Saturday, and campsite visitations are a large part of the chaplain’s
duties at the park. Volunteers to help with music, special programming, teaching children, and oth-
er activities are always MUCH appreciated!

Please contact Rosemary Firestone, Local Committee Chair, 717-307-1822, or firestone-

funfarm@gmail.com if you would like to become involved with this program in any way.
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Living in ‘The Land of Eternal Spring’
by Grace Elliott

Many stereotypes exist in the minds of Americans and other
Westerners about the climate of the African continent. Itis a
commonly held belief that Africa is either a sweltering, steamy
jungle or a parched, barren, desert land, complete with the sight of
camels strutting on the far horizon.

But northwestern Rwanda fits neither of these. While it is located
just one degree south of the equator, northwest Rwanda sits at an
elevation of anywhere from 5,000 to 10,000 feet above sea level,
with a few mountaintops more than 14,000 feet. As an equatorial
highland climate, it averages a daily high of 75 degrees Fahrenheit
and dips into the 60’s at night year-round. There is a consistent dawn to dusk from 6 a.m. tc 6
p.m. throughout the year.

Grace Elliott, Unit 334

Four seasons plan out the lives of a mostly agrarian society: long rainy season, long dry season,
followed by a short rainy season and a short dry season. Being able to eat locally grown fresh fruit
and vegetables during the time of winter in the US, or going swimming in the lake in January
seems strange, but it’s not hard to get accustomed to!

Rwanda bears the nicknames “The Land of a Thousand Hills” and “The Land of Eternal Spring.”
With lush green mountains and fields of tea and banana plantations stretching as far as the eye
can see, it is so beautiful that it can only be appreciated when one sees it with their own eyes.

This is Rwanda, a land of great contrast. There is poverty, but there is hope. There is sadness in
the shadow of war in the past and on the horizon in the hills of Congo, but there is peace in
surrender to King:Jesus, the one who sets his people free. it is the Land of a Thousand Hills, and
the land of a thousand smiles and laughs. The children cheerfully chasing each other around
attired in worn footie pajamas or tattered ballerina outfits prove the resilience of the young. Life is
hard, hunger is a constant companion, war looms on the horizon, in a fight for survival.

But there is joy in the blessing of another day, thankfulness in eating food today, and the peace of
a life surrendered to Christ, the satisfaction of the filling of the Holy Spirit. This is Rwanda. This is
my home. My growth as a person in the past year has been exponential. Africa has produced
many strong women. | am one of them. | am a daughter of the Land of Eternal Spring. Imana
ishimwe (To God be the glory)!

Grace Elliott is serving through BVS at Brethren Nursery School in Ginsenyi, Rwanda.
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To Register for this event: visit : songandstoryfest@gmail.com
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