A HEART FAITH AND COVENANT RENEWAL

Early Brethren studied their Bibles and attempted to follow the
way of Jesus. Finding a“heart faith,” they emerged from baptism
“clothed inwardly with great joyfulness.” Then the word was
given, “Befruitful and multiply.” European Origins, p. 122.

Thisfifth section of devotionsin Fresh from the Word has the
title of “Restoration and Covenant Renewal.” Many of the scripture
readings are about the returning of the Israglites to the Holy Land
and the challenges to rebuild the temple and the city walls.

At the heart of such renewal is restoration and renewal of
covenant. Aswe think of renewal of our denomination through this
300" anniversary year, the same themes apply. Rebuilding takes
faith, courage, steadfastness, and prayer—all signs of covenant.

But with covenant comes blessing—that God' s hand is upon us.

Aswe enter thisfifth period of scripture reading, prayer and
having devotional readings from Brethren writers, we can focus on
building our personal faith and building up of the community of
faith in the church. Our strength, our hope will be increased.

This guide assists with reading scripture slowly for meditation
and having prayer. The scriptures are the same asin Fresh From
the Word devotional for the Brethren 300" Anniversary. You can
read the devotional if available or find a key thought in the text.

Asyou find some thought to meditate upon, pray that God will
help you follow the guidance of these words. During the day, return
to your Bible text and remember what it says. Remember a
message of faith from fellow Brethren who encourage us.

On the insert are options to discern God'’ s leading for your
next step in spiritual growth. May practicing these disciplines lead
to spiritual growth for you and your church.

Daily Scripture

Monday April 28,2008 ..........c.oeoviiiiieeie e Psalm 84.1-4
Tuesday April 29.......ccooiiiiis Haggai 1:1-11
Wed. April 30...................Haggai 1:12-15; Matthew 28:18-20
Thurs.May L......cooiiiii e Ezra3:8-13
Fri.May 2. ..o e Ezra4:1-4
Sat., May 3....coooiii e, Ezra5:1-5; Zechariah 4:6-7
Sunday, May 4.......cooveiieiie e Ezra5:6-17
Sunday School and Worship: Scripture & Sermon Title
Monday, May 5.......cccovviiiie i Psalm 137:1-7
Tuesday, May 6..........cccevivivennnen. Nehemiah 1:1-4; Acts 13:1-3
Wednesday, May 7 .......cccooveviiiiiiiiiieie e Nehemiah 1:5-11
Thurs,May 8.......cccooi i Nehemiah 2:1-10
Friday,May 9 ......ccovviiiiii e, Nehemiah 2:11-16

Saturday, May 10..............ccevveeve v een ... .Nehemiah 2:17-20

Sunday, May 11.......cccccevvevvrennee. Psalm 138:1-5; Romans 8:15-17
Sunday School and Worship: Scripture& Sermon Title
Monday, May 12.........ccoiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e Psalm 70
Tuesday, May 13.......coooiiiiiii e Nehemiah 4:1-6
Wednesday, May 14................ Nehemiah 4:7-11; 1 Peter 5:6-11
Thursday, May 15............ Nehemiah 4:12-15; Ephesians 6:10-19
FriMay 16...................... Nehemiah 4:16-23; Romans 12:19-21
Saturday, May 17.......ccoeuiieiiiiiiiieieee e Nehemiah 6:1-14




Sunday, May 18.. ..Nehemiah 6:15-19
Sunday School and Worshlp Scrlpture and Sermon Title

Monday, May 19..........ccciiiiiiiiiie e Psalm 27:1-14; 62
Tuesday, May 20.........cccoivi i L eviticus 23:33-43
Wednesday, May 21............................Deuteronomy 16:13-17
Thursday, May 22...................co e eeeeeen.. .Nehemiah 8:1-6
Friday, May 23.........cccoiiiiie i e Nehemiah 8:7-12
Saturday, May 24........cccoiiiiiii i Nehemiah 8:13-18
Sunday, May 25........cccoiiiiii Psalm 19:7-14

Sunday School and Wor ship: Scripture and Sermon Title

"Home Daily Bible Readings material are copyright 2005 by the Committee on
the Uniform Series, International Sunday School Lessons, The International Bible
Lessons for Christian Teaching, and used by permission.”
© David S. Young, 1/25/08 This Sorings of Living Water! Spiritual Disciplines
Guide can be copied by Churches of the Brethren for this Anniversary Y ear 2008.
davidyoung@churchrenewal servant.org and www.churchrenewal servant.org.
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Copy to Dedicate

A Heart Faith and Renewal

God leads us to our next discipline of growth. Rather than
trying an exhaustive program, we seek the next incremental step
in spiritual practices that lead us to a closer walk with God.

Below are disciplinesto grow in faith.  Perhaps you will
have another to list. Continuing spiritual disciplines you already
have; circle adiscipline to which you feel God isinviting you.

In keeping with the theme let us these 5 weeks put special
emphasis on renewal personally and congregationally with a
“heart faith.”

1. Daily read and meditate on scripture and have focused prayer
giving specia attention to how to share and live our faith.

2. If available read the devotional from Fresh From the Word
and commit to doing the “For the day” discipline.

3. Weekly participate in Sunday School
4. Weekly worship

5. Decide what practice could help you renew your covenant
with Christ and the church.

6. Other discipline of God'sleading

| am asking God’'s help as | make this commitment

Name: (if desired)
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