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The Brethren Encyclopedia 
 
Donald F. Durnbaugh, Editor. Three volumes, 2,126 pages, over 500 photographs. 
The most complete and up-to-date compilation of information ever assembled on the Brethren bodies, 
which includes the Old German Baptist Brethren, the Brethren Church, the Church of the Brethren, the 
Dunkard Brethren Church, the Fellowship of Grace Brethren Churches, and the Conservative Grace 
Brethren Church International. Over 6,000 signed articles on significant personalities, congregations, 
and doctrines; a specially created portfolio of maps showing Brethren origins, colonial congregations, 
routes of expansion, and sites of Brethren congregations through history; more than 230 articles on 
family history; a list of every ordained Brethren minister and elder from 1708 to 1980, with references; 
the most comprehensive bibliography of Brethren books ever compiled (over 250 pages) with special 
emphasis on family histories; and much more. A fourth volume containing new material plus a 
comprehensive index is currently being produced. $150.00 per set of Volumes 1-3. $60.00 for a single 
volume. (See insert for a description of Volume 4.) 

 
Monograph Series 

 
No. 1. THE GERMAN HYMNODY OF THE BRETHREN 1720-1903 
Hedwig T. Durnbauugh, 1986. 336 pages, illustrated. 
All of the first hymnbooks of the Brethren were in German. The first English language hymnbook 
appeared in 1791; the last German language hymnbook was published in 1903. During this time at 
least eight major German hymnbooks were published (some in many editions) and several smaller 
collections. Hedda Durnbaugh has studied the hymns that appeared in all of these German Brethren 
hymnbooks. She has identified the authors, analyzed the message of theology of the hymns, and 
described the unique threads of Brethren faith and witness continued in this German hymnody. $25.00. 
 
No. 2. THE BACKGROUND AND DEVELOPMENT OF BRETHREN DOCTRINES 1650-1987 
Dale R. Stoffer. 1989. 232 pages. 
The Brethren movement beginning in 1708 in Schwarzenau, Germany, has produced a diverse 
assemblage of believers. In spite of the abundance of books by and about the Brethren, few deal with 
theology. This is the first book to treat the historical development of Brethren theological thought. 
Stoffer identifies three major influences on the early Brethren: Radical Pietism, Anabaptism, and the 
Polish Brethren movement. After a lengthy examination of these “historical and theological roots of 
Brethren thought,” Stoffer then proceeds to examine in detail the “life and thought” of three 
representative Brethren leaders: Alexander Mack representing the eighteenth century; Peter Nead, the 
nineteenth century; and J. Allen Miller, the twentieth century. These men were the dominant 
forerunners, respectively, of the Brethren bodies including the Church of the Brethren, the Old German 
Baptist Brethren (Old Orders), and The Brethren Church (Progressives). $46.00. 
 
No. 3. BRETHREN BEGINNINGS 
Donald F. Durnbaugh, 1992. 109 pages. 
A narrative story of the origin of the Brethren that most appropriately accompanies the author’s popular 
European Origins (1958). Although the present manuscript was completed in 1960, it has been edited 
and supplemented with an extensive preface which updates the scholarship on Brethren origins to 



1992. Copious footnotes and a comprehensive list of sources make this volume especially valuable for 
advanced students and scholars. Hundreds of entries in the index make the book very useful for all 
readers. $25.00. 
 
No. 4. HOCHMANN VON HOCHENAU 1670-1721 
Heinz Renkewitz, translated by William G. Willoughby. 1993. 158 pages. 
Ernst Christoph Hochmann was probably the most influential person in Alexander Mack’s life. In his 
later years, he lived in Schwarzenau and was closely identified with the Mack group. This very fine 
biography of Hochmann by Heinz Renkewitz was written originally in 1935 in German. The original 
volume is scarce and unavailable to English reading scholars; so this translation by William Willoughby 
is very welcome. $30.00. 
 
No. 5. BRETHREN DRESS/A Testimony to Faith 
Esther Fern Rupel. 1994. 201 pages, 211 photographs. 
The first publication in which the unique dress of a religious body has been studied in such detail. The 
Brethren originated in Germany in the early eighteenth century and emigrated to America in 1719-
1735. By the early nineteenth century specific dress items had been prescribed for the members. This 
volume studies the origin and variations in dress styles as well as the later demise of the dress 
requirements among the Brethren. Many old and historic photographs are reproduced beautifully in 
this book. It has been called “a major publishing event in the field of Brethren history.” $45.00. 
 
No. 6. THE BELIEFS OF THE EARLY BRETHREN 1706-1735 
William G. Willoughby. 1999. 110 pages. 
While most historical studies of the Brethren make some reference to the beliefs of the adherents of 
this movement, this is the first study devoted exclusively to an analysis of the beliefs of the founding 
members in the period roughly from 1706 to 1735. The author shows how the Brethren reflected not 
only the major Protestant beliefs, but also some of the specific emphases of the Pietists, the 
Separatists, and the Anabaptists. Another significant contribution is Willoughby’s evaluation of these 
early Brethren beliefs “which evolved in a significantly different age and culture from ours.” He 
identifies several areas in the early Brethren belief system that might be challenged from a 
contemporary perspective. He also considers several unique Brethren ideas as “beliefs of enduring 
value.” $35.00. 

 
Videos and Other Publications 

 
PAPERS FROM THE ELDER JOHN KLINE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 
William R. Eberly, Editor. 2002. 171 pages. 
Eighteen presentations given at the celebration of the bicentennial of the birth of Elder John KIine. 
These papers provide valuable incite into the life and contribution of this outstanding, martyred leader 
of the Brethren at the time of the Civil War. The celebration was held at the Linville Creek, VA, Church 
of the Brethren on June 13-15, 1997. $12.00. 
 
REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 1998 BRETHREN WORLD ASSEMBLY 
Dale R. Stoffer, Program Coordinator. Theme: Faith and Family: Challenges and 
Commitments. 288 pages. A compilation of study papers, workshops, and other significant 



presentations from the 1998 Brethren World Assembly held at Bridgewater College, July 15-18, 1998. 
With the theme “Faith and Family: Challenges and Commitments,” the Assembly focused on the 
physical and spiritual family in the Brethren experience, considered the challenges to both senses of 
family in the contemporary setting, and offered suggestions for facing these challenges. Included are 
the report of the Findings Committee and a list of participants. $9.00. 
 
BRETHREN HISTORY VIDEO SERIES 
William R. Eberly (Teacher) and David Sollenberger (Videographer). 30 video lessons. 
Seven video cassettes containing over 13 hours of teaching in a seminar setting. The material has 
been edited into 30 study sessions of about 20 minutes each. Some of the session topics include 
Historical Setting; Rise of Anabaptists; The First Seven; Baptism; Colonial America; Westward 
Migration; Feet Washing; Brethren Publishers; Higher Education; Annual Conference; Five Brethren 
Bodies; Peace Position; Reconciliation; and Brethren Service. The teacher is William R. Eberly, former 
Annual Conference Secretary (1967-77) and Moderator (1980) of the Church of the Brethren. A study 
guide written by John David Bowman is included. $95.00. 
 
BRETHREN HERITAGE TRAVELOGUE 
Donald F. and Hedda T. Durnbaugh (Leaders), David Sollenberger (Videographer). 
45 minute video. 
Visit historic sites in Germany, Switzerland, France, and The Netherlands. See its sights, sounds, 
colors, and people. Visit the birthplace of the Brethren of Schwarzenau, Germany. See the beautiful 
flowers, hear the flowing water of the Eber River, visit castles and cathedrals, and enter into the lives 
of those who live in these historic places. The actual tour occurred in October, 1995. $29.00. 
 
MEET THE BRETHREN 
Donald F. Durnbaugh (Editor). 1984. 120 pages, illustrated. 
This well illustrated paperback presents useful information on the five largest Brethren denominations. 
The text is derived from the foundation articles in The Brethren Encyclopedia on the group as well as 
an article covering their common history from 1708 to 1880. The book also contains a list of additional 
readings and a topical index. $8.00. 
 
THE COMPLETE WRITINGS OF ALEXANDER MACK 
William R. Eberly (Editor). 1992. 120 pages, illustrated. 
For the first time all the writings of Alexander Mack, the founder of the Brethren movement in Germany 
in 1708, are available in a single publication. These include the two largest books, Basic Questions 
(1715) and Rights and Ordinances (1715), which are well known and have been reprinted, but they 
have not been available for many years. Also included are a short tract or letter issued by the Brethren 
in 1708 and Mack’s letter to Count Charles August in 1711. Two translations of Mack’s hymn, Count 
the Cost (13 versus), are included, as well as a modern musical setting of the hymn. Some manuscript 
notes on blank pages of his personal Bible complete the collection of all known writings of Mack. A 
short biography of Mack is included, as well as a comprehensive bibliography of all known writings 
about Mack’s works. $14.00. 
 
GOD’S MEANS OF GRACE 
C.F. Yoder, Brethren Publishing House, 1908. Reprinted, BMH Books, 1979.  631 pages. 
Written in 1908 by Brethren Church scholar and, later, missionary Charles F. Yoder, God’s Means of 
Grace is a study of all the important practices of the church with special attention given to the Brethren 



ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s supper. The book summarizes traditional arguments for the 
ordinances, emphasizes their spiritual meaning, and expands the concept of means of grace to such 
practices as worship, ordination, marriage, and the tithe. $15.00. 
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Send to: Brethren Encyclopedia, Inc. 

313 Fairview Avenue 
Ambler, PA  19002 

 
Quantity Title Price Postage Total 

 The Brethren Encyclopedia—3 Volume Set   $ 150.00    $  9.00  
     Volume 1 60.00 5.00  
     Volume 2 60.00 5.00  
     Volume 3 60.00 5.00  
     Volume 4—See other side    
 German Hymnody 1720-1903 25.00 5.00  
 Background and Development of Brethren 

Doctrine 1650-1987 
 

46.00 
 

5.00 
 

 Brethren Beginnings 25.00 5.00  
 Hochmann von Hochenau 1670-1721 30.00 5.00  
 Brethren Dress/A Testimony of Faith 45.00 5.00  
 Beliefs of the Early Brethren 1706-1735 35.00 5.00  
 John Kline Bicentennial Papers 12.00 5.00  
 Report of the Proceedings of the 1998 

Brethren World Assembly 
 

 9.00 
 

5.00 
 

 Brethren History Video Series 95.00 6.00  
 Brethren Heritage Travelogue 29.00 4.00  
 Meet the Brethren  5.00 3.00  
 Complete Writings of Alexander Mack 14.00 4.00  
 God’s Means of Grace 15.00 5. 00  
   Total  
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